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Full name 

Schünemann, Holger Jens 
   

Current Home Address 

 
 
 
 
   

Current Position and Appointments 

Chair, Department of Heatlh Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact  
Michael Gent Chair in Healthcare Research (endowed) 
Professor of Clinical Epidemiology and of Medicine, McMaster University 
Visiting Professor, University at Freiburg, Germany 
Director, Cochrane Canada and McMaster GRADE centre 
Co-chair, GRADE Working Group 
Board of Trustees (Directors), Guideline International Network 

Work Address 

 

 

 

 

Other Personal Data 

10Citizenship German, US American (dual)  
11Languages  German, English, Italian  
Licenses New York State Medical License # 217732 
 Unrestricted License to Practice Medicine, Germany (Approbation) 
 Italian License (Medico e Chirurgo), Italy, #54512 

Canadian Medical License #91933 (College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Ontario) 

 
Educational Background 

3M.D. Hannover Medical School, Germany, 1993 

4BDr. med. (Doctor medicinae) Hannover Medical School, Germany, 1994, 
Respiration and Exercise Physiology; Dissertation title: 
Untersuchungen zur Kinetik des pulmonalen CO2-Austauschs und 
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zum Einfluß des Laktats auf das oxylabile CO2 (German) – 
Pulmonary CO2 Kinetics and oxylabile CO2    

5BM.Sc. (Epidemiology) University at Buffalo, State University of New York, 
USA, 1997; Thesis title: Oxidative Stress and Pulmonary Function 

6BPh.D.  (Epidemiology and Community Health) University at Buffalo, State 
University of New York, USA, 2000; Dissertation title: The relation of 
serum levels of antioxidant vitamins with pulmonary function in a 
sample from the general population  

 

Training and certification  

Medical Residency (Internal and Pulmonary Medicine), Enrolled from 1994 – 
1997, Department of Medicine, Medical School of Hannover, Germany (part of 
this education spent as postdoctoral research fellow at SUNY Buffalo) 

Postdoctoral Fellowship (Molecular and Cellular Biology of the Lung), 1994 – 
1996, Department of Medicine, SUNY Buffalo 

Medical Residency (Combined Residency in Internal Medicine and General 
Preventive Medicine), 1997 – 2000, Departments of Medicine and Social & 
Preventive Medicine, University Medical Residents Services, University at 
Buffalo, USA 

Certification in Public Health and General Preventive Medicine (Diplomat ABPM 
certificate #51939), American Board of Preventive Medicine, 2001 - 11 

Certification (Specialty Exam) in Internal Medicine (Diplomat ABIM certificate 
#196126), American Board of Internal Medicine, 2002 - 12 

Certified, Internal Medicine, Italian Minister of Health, Rome, Italy, 2005 -   

Fellow, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (ID# 740874) 
 
Professional Organizations 

Member, American Thoracic Society (ATS) 

Fellow, FCCP, American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP)  

Fellow, FACP, American College of Physicians (ACP) 

 

Intellectual Properties 

1. Chronic Respiratory Questionnaire (CRQ) – Self-administered Standardized. © 
2003 McMaster University, Gordon Guyatt & Holger Schünemann. 

2. Decision Aid for COPD patients considering inhaled steroid therapy. © 2006, Elie 
A. Akl & Holger Schünemann. (www.predictonline.com/copd)  

3. Guide-O-Game©: an educational game to teach clinical practice guidelines. © 
2007, Elie A. Akl & Holger Schünemann. 

4. GRADEpro (GRADEprofiler): a software application. © 2007 Jan Brozek, Andrew 
Oxman, Holger Schünemann. (http://www.cc-ims.net/gradepro)  

Employment History  

1991 – 1992 Research Exchange Student (during medical school), 
Department of Medicine, University at Buffalo, New York, USA 
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1994 – 1996 Resident, (Internal and Pulmonary Medicine), Department of 
Medicine, Pulmonary Division, Hannover Medical School, 
Germany (in part as a postdoctoral fellow, University at Buffalo) 

1994 – 1996 Postdoctoral Fellow, Lung Biology Research Program, 
Department of Medicine, Pulmonary and Critical Care Division, 
State University of New York at Buffalo, USA, Hannover Medical 
School, Germany and German Research Foundation (Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft)  

1996 – 2001 Research Assistant Professor of Social and Preventive 
Medicine, Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, 
University at Buffalo, New York, USA 

1997 – 2000 Medical Resident (Combined Residency in Internal Medicine and 
General Preventive Medicine), Departments of Medicine and 
Social & Preventive Medicine, University Medical Residents 
Services, University at Buffalo, USA 

2000 – 2001 Research Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of General 
Internal Medicine, Department of Medicine, University at Buffalo, 
USA 

2001 – 2004 Assistant Professor of Medicine (tenure track), Division of 
General Internal Medicine & Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep 
Medicine, Department of Medicine, University at Buffalo, USA 

2001 – 2004 Assistant Professor (adjunct), Department of Social and 
Preventive Medicine, University at Buffalo, New York, USA 

2001 – 2004 Assistant Professor (part time), Department of Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada 

2004 – 2010 Associate Professor (tenured – on leave in Italy 2005 to 2008 
with clinical work in Buffalo), Department of Medicine, Division 
of General Internal Medicine, University at Buffalo, NY, USA. 

2004 – 2008 Associate Professor (part-time), Department of Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada  

2005 – 2008 Chief, Clinical Research Development and Information 
Translation/INFORMA Unit, Department of Epidemiology, Italian 
National Cancer Institute “Regina Elena”, Rome, Italy 

2006 - 2008 Chair (ad interim), Department of Epidemiology, Italian National 
Cancer Institute “Regina Elena”, Rome, Italy 

2008    Professor, full (part time), Department of Clinical Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada 

2009 –  Professor (joint), Department of Medicine, McMaster University, 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  
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2009 –  Professor (tenured) and Chair, Department of Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Michael Gent Chair in Healthcare 
Research, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  

 

 

Adjunct positions 

2004 – 2010 Associate Professor (adjunct), Department of Social and 
Preventive Medicine & Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care and 
Sleep Medicine, University at Buffalo, NY, USA 

2010 –  Professor (adjunct), Department of Medicine, Division of 
General Internal Medicine, University at Buffalo, NY, USA. 

2010 –  Research Professor (adjunct), Department of Social and 
Preventive Medicine, University at Buffalo, NY, USA. 

2010 –  Professor (visiting), Institute of Medical Biostatistics and 
Informatics, University of Freiburg, Germany. 

 

Clinical Positions 

2000 – 2003 Attending physician, In-patient and outpatient service, General 
Internal Medicine, ECMC  

2003 – 2008 Attending physician, In-patient Service, General Internal 
Medicine, ECMC, 2 - 4 x 2 week blocks/year (with supervision of 
usually three medical residents and two students on team) 

2009 –  Attending physician, In-patient Service, General Internal 
Medicine, St. Joseph’s Hospital, McMaster University, 3 - 4 x 2 
week blocks/year (with supervisory function) 

 

Scholarly and Professional Activities  

Journal Editor Positions 

Guest Editor, Chest - Quick Reference Guide for the Sixth American College of 
Chest Physicians (ACCP) Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy, 
2001 

Documents Editor (inaugural), American Thoracic Society, (American Journal of 
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, Proceedings of the American Thoracic 
Society/PATS, and American Journal Respiratory of Cellular and Molecular 
Biology), July 2005 – 2010 

Regional Editor (Europe - methodology), Journal of Experimental and Clinical 
Cancer Research, June 2007 –  

Editor in chief: Health and Quality of Life Outcomes (BMC Journal), September  
2007 –  

Co-Editor in Chief, Rare Disease and Orphan Drugs (An International Journal of 
Public Health), October 2013 -  

 
Journal Editorial Boards and Advisory Board 

Associate Editor, ACP Journal Club (ACP), 2003 –  
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Associate Editor, Evidence Based Medicine (BMJ publication), 2003 -  

Associate Guest Editor/Advisory Group Member, Biomedcentral Trials, 
September 2005 -  

Senior Editor, Seventh American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) 
Conference on Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy: Evidence-Based 
Guidelines, 2004 - 2008 

International Advisory Board, Polish Archives of Internal Medicine (Polish title: 
Polskie Archiwum Medycyny Wewnętrznej), 2007 -  

Associate Editor (for guidelines), Journal of Infection in Developing Countries, 
2007 –  

Associate Editor, Epidemiologic Research International, 2009 - 2010 

International Advisory Board, Zeitschrift für Evidenz, Fortbildung und Qualität im 
Gesundheitswesen, 2009 – 2015 

Editorial Board Member, Recenti Progressi in Medicina, 2015 -  

 

Other Administrative and Professional Activities 

Committee Membership, Service and Peer Review Activity 

Professional Societies  

Co-chair/senior editor: Seventh American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) 
Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy, Tucson, Arizona, 2003  

Invited member, ACCP Task force on integrating cost analysis in guideline 
development, 2004 – 2005 

Invited member, ACCP Task force on grading the quality of evidence in 
guidelines, 2004 – 2005 

Member, American Thoracic Society, Program Review Sub-committee, 2005 - 
2010 

Member, American Thoracic Society, Education Sub-committee, 2005 - 2008 

Member, American Thoracic Society, Publications Committee, 2005 - 2010 

Chair (inaugural), American Thoracic Society Documents Development and 
Implementation Committee, 2005 – 2009 

Co-chair: Eighth American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) Consensus 
Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy,  

Member, American Thoracic Society Documents Development and 
Implementation Committee, 2009 –  2011 

Co-chair (Methodology): Ninth American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) 
Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy, 2008 -   

ACP Representative to the Steering Committee for the International Guideline 
Development in Chronic Respiratory Disease, 2009 – 2011 

Member, ACP, Clinical Practice Guidelines Committee (now called Clinical 
Practice Guidelines committee), 2010 – 2015 

Member (Participant) Medical Review Panel for the Canada Gairdner 
International awards committee, (review of nominees and recommendations for 
award) 2009 – 2013 



Curriculum Vitae Holger J Schünemann   Page 5 

Investigator, Research Investigator for the Allergy, Genes and Environmental 
Network (AllerGen), 2010 – 

Member, ad hoc Department of Medicine and the Partners Evaluation 
Committee on Senior Appointments, Harvard Medical School, 2012. 

University Services (McMaster University) 

Member, Community Medicine Residency Program, Department of Health 
Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact,  2009 –  

Member, Council of the M.G. DeGroote School of Medicine, 2009 - 

Member, Faculty Executive Committee, 2009 - 

Member, Faculty of Health Sciences Research Council Ad Hoc Committee, 
2009-  

Member, Search Committee, Vice President, Academic, FHS, 2010 

Member, Search Committee, Associate Dean Global Health, 2010 

Member, Finance Committee, FHS, 2010 

Member, Selection Committee, Associate Dean, FHS, 2011 

Member, Selection Committee, DeGroote Fellowship Awards, FHS, 2011 

Member, Selection Committee, Program Director and Associate Program 
Director of the Master of Health Science Education Graduate Program, FHS, 
2011 

Member, Selection Committee - HRM, Assistant Dean Re-appointment, FHS, 
2011 

Member, Selection Committee, Chair in Health Equity, CHEPA, 2011- 2013  

Member, Selection Committee, Director, Pain Institute, Michael G DeGroote 
School of Medicine, 2011- 2012 

Member, Selection Committee, Chair, Department of Oncology, FHS, 2012. 

Member, Selection Committee, Chair, Department of Medicine, FHS, 2012 

Member, Selection Committee for the Director, eHealth Graduate Program,  
2013 - 2014 

Member, Selection Committee, The Cisco Chair in Bio-Health Informatics, 2013 - 
2014 

Member, external review team for the PHRI (Population Health Research 
Institute), 2013 

Member, Commercialization Accelerator Committee, FHS, 2013 - 

Member, Hamilton Academic Health Sciences Organization (HAHSO), 2013 –  

Member, Selection Committee, Chair, Department of Oncology, 2017.  

Member, Selection Committee, Associate Dean of Research, 2017.  

Co-chair, Selection Committee, Assistant Dean, HRM, Faculty of Health 
Sciences . 2017 

University Services (University at Buffalo)  

Member, Population-Based Medicine Curriculum Committee, 2000 - 2005 

Member, Evidence Based Medicine Curriculum, 2000 - 2005 

Member, New Curriculum Committee, Foundation Module, 2000 

Member, Lung and Respiration Section, 2000 - 2003 
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Faculty, Residents Research Scholarly Exchange Day, 2001 

Member, Planning Committee, Evidence-Based Health Care: Teaching for 
Tomorrow, 2001 

Student Preceptor, Generalist Scholar Program, 2001 

Preceptor, Foundation Module, SPM, First Year Medical Students, 2001 

QI/EBM Award Committee, 2002 - 2005 

Faculty, EBM residents and fellows’ master session, 2002 

Faculty, Residents Research Scholarly Exchange Day, 2002 

Member, Graduate Faculty, 2002 - 2003 

Member, Senior Graduate Faculty, 2003 –  

 Faculty, Chief Resident Conferences, 2003 – 2005 

 Member, Strategic Planning Committee for the Center for Research and Its 
Implementation, University at Buffalo, 2007 

Cochrane Collaboration 

Co-chair, Cochrane Applicability and Recommendations Methods Group, 2005 –   

Member, Cochrane Consumers and Communication Review Group, 2002 -  

Member, Cochrane Health-Related Quality of Life Methods Group, 2003 –  

Member, Co-Eds Methods Training Group, 2008 – 

Member, Thomas Chalmers Award Committee, 2009 

Member, Methods Advisory Board, 2010 – 

Member, Methods Executive Board, 2010 -–  

Member, MARS Methods Application and Review Standards, 2010 – 

Member, Cochrane Collaborations Steering Group, 2013 –  

World Health Organization 

Member of SURE Secretariat (chair Andrew Oxman) to Advisory Committee for 
Human Research (chair Judith Whitworth), July 2005   

Chair, WHO AVIAN FLU Rapid Advisory Panel Guidelines, March 28 – 30, 2006 

External Advisor (on site at Geneva) for establishing a guidelines review 
committee, Geneva, November-December 2006 

Advisor and facilitator, WHO Tuberculosis Treatment Panel Guidelines Meeting. 
Paris, October 22nd -23rd, 2008 

Advisor, WHO Radiation Injury Management Guideline, Geneva, March 2009 
(participated via TC) 

Member, WHO Primary Prevention of Asthma and COPD panel, April 7 & 8, 
2009 

Member, WHO Panel on Guidelines for Treatment of Tuberculosis 
Fourth Edition, 2009 

Chair, WHO Guidelines for the Programmatic Management of Drug Resistant 
Tuberculosis Third Edition, 2009 – 

Co-chair, WHO Guidelines for Pharmacological Management of Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 Influenza and other Influenza Viruses, 2009 

Chair, WHO AVIAN FLU Rapid Advisory Panel Guidelines, June 22 - 24, 2009 
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Co-Chair, WHO Guidelines Cryotherapy of uterine neoplasia, 2009 – 

Co-Chair, WHO Guidelines WHO Guidelines for intensified case finding and 
isoniazid preventive therapy for people living with HIV, 2010 

Member, WHO Expert Advisory Panel on Clinical Practice Guidelines and 
Clinical Research Methods and Ethics, April 2009 – April 2013 

Chair, WHO Expert Panel, Use of Interferon- Release Assays (IGRAs) in TB 
control in low and middle-income settings, July 20 & 21, 2010 

Chair, WHO Expert Panel, use of commercial serological tests for the diagnosis 
of TB, July 22, 2010 

Co-Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Evidence-Informed Policy , 
2010Member, WHO Global Advisory Committee on Health Research (ACHR), 
January 2011 –  

Member, WHO Expert Panel on consultation for development of a standard 
guideline on clinical management of influenza virus infection, Geneva June 8 – 
9, 2011. 

CHAIR and Presenter, WHO Expert Panel on Development of WHO policy for 
introduction of new TB Drugs. Geneva, June 8 – 10, 2011.  

Various other WHO guideline committees since 2011 including chair of guideline 
committees on treatment of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (bedaquiline and 
delaminide) and sexually transmitted infections 

Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG), Germany 

 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board (Wissenschaftlicher Beirat), June 2007 - 
2015 

Other International Service  

Member (co-chair since 2009), GRADE Working Group 
(www.gradeworkinggroup.org and heigrade.mcmaster.ca), 2000 -  

Consultant, Clinical Expert Group Meeting, Outcomes in COPD, Boehringer-
Ingelheim, 2001 

Consultant, medycyna praktyczna, Polish Antithrombotic Guidelines, 2002  

Consultant, Multi-Centre Study in German-speaking Europe to culturally adapt 
and validate the Chronic Respiratory Questionnaire, Principal Investigator: M. 
Puhan, Horten Center, University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland, 2002 

Member, International Advisory Board, Polish EBM Institute, Krakow, Poland, 
2002 – 

Member, Clinical Significance Group (Chair, Jeff Sloan, PhD, Mayo Clinic: group 
of 30 international quality-of-life researchers), 2002 – 2005 

Consultant, Amgen, Inc., Health-Related Quality of Life in COPD, 2003 – 2004 

Consultant, Pfizer, Inc., Patient-Reported Outcomes, 2003  

Consultant/Co-Investigator, MoliSani Study, Italy, 2003 –  

GOLD Guidelines in COPD, Invited Expert Panel Member on Symptoms and 
Quality of Life Subcommittee, 2004  

Evidence Based Medicine Consultant, UpToDate, Inc., 2002 –  

Member, Steering-Committee, AstraZeneca Study SH-NEG-0006 “GERD 
Feeling Thermometer”, 2002 – 2005 

http://www.gradeworkinggroup.org/
heigrade.mcmaster.ca
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International Advisory Committee, Center for Educational Research and Its 
Implementation, University at Buffalo, 2007 

European Food Safety Authority, Expert Panel on Systematic Review, invited, 
2008 – 2009 

Chair, Evidence Based Medicine and Guideline Committee, World Allergy 
Organization, 2008 –   

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Member Evidence Based 
Care Working Group to the Advisory Committee for Immunization Practice 
(ACIP), 2009 – 2010 

Member of the Clinical Practice Guideline Committee 

Member, American College of Physicians.  Philadelphia.   2010 - 

Guidelines subcommittee meeting, American College of Rheumatology, 
November 12, 2010  

Member, AGREE A3 - meeting, Toronto, February 8, 2010 

Member, Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Heritable Disorders in Newborns 
and Children’s (SACHDNC) Evidence Evaluation Methods Workgroup, 
Bethesda, Maryland, April 13, 2011.  

Member, Guidelines International Network (G.I.N.) North American Steering 
Committee, 2011 -  

Member, Guidelines International Network (G.I.N.) Scientific Planning Meeting 
2012 Committee, 2011 –  

Member, Guidelines International Network (G.I.N.) Education committee, 2011 – 

Member, Decision Determinants Subcommittee, Ontario Heatlh Technology 
Assessment Committee, 2012 – 2014   

Member, Guidelines International Network (G.I.N.) Conference Committee,    
2013 - 

Elected Member, Guidelines International Network (G.I.N) Board of Trustees, 
2012 – (reelected in 2015) 

Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, European Network for Cancer Research 
in Children and Adolescents, 2013 –  

Member, Planning Committtee of the Evidence-based Guidelines Affecting 
Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (EGAPPS), 2013 – 2014 

Vice-Chair, Methods, American Society of Hematology, Venous Thrombosis 
Guideline Coordination Panel (GCP), 2014 –  

Member, Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), GRADE Advisory 
Panel for the Advisory Committee for Immunization Practice (ACIP), 2015 -  

 
 
Grant and Personnel Committees 

Grant Review 

Ad hoc Grant Reviewer, American Lung Association, New York Section, 2001 

Ad hoc Grant Reviewer, Canadian Institute of Health (CIHR), January 2002 

Ad Hoc, Grant Reviewer, The Netherlands Organization for Health Research and 
Development (ZonMw), July 2005 

Ad Hoc, Grant Reviewer, Swiss National Science Foundation, December 2005 
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Ad Hoc Member, NIH (National Institutes of Health) Study Section ZRG 1, HOP-
N 90S, “Health of the Population (HOP) Integrated Review Group”, NIH, 
Washington, 2004 June and November, 2005 February 

Ad Hoc Member, NIH (National Institutes of Health) Study Section ZRG 1, HOP-
D 02 M, “Pulmonary Epidemiology”, November 2005 and July 2006 

Member National Review Board, Italian Agency for the evaluation of 
pharmacological agents (AIFA) – Italian Ministry of Health, March 19 – 21, 2007 

Member National Review Board, Italian Agency for the evaluation of 
pharmacological agents (AIFA) – Italian Ministry of Health, March 31 – April 1, 
2008  

Member National Review Board, Italian Agency for the evaluation of 
pharmacological agents (AIFA) – Italian Ministry of Health, March 31 – April 1, 
2009  

Chair, German Ministry of Health Review Panel, “Studies on the Refinement of 
Methods and Instruments in Health Care Research”, Berlin, Germany.  
December 2-3, 2010. 

Chair, German Ministry of Health Review Panel, “Structural development in 
health care research”, Berlin, Germany (September 17, 2015 and March 10/11, 
2016) 

 
 
Journal Referee 

American Journal of Medicine; American Journal of Epidemiology; Journal of the 
American College of Nutrition; American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care 
Medicine; Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers and Prevention; British Medical 
Journal; Chest; Circulation; Clinical Orthopedics and Related Research, 
Controlled Clinical Trials; European Journal of Clinical Nutrition; Health and 
Quality of Life Outcomes; Health Services Research; International Journal of 
Obesity; International Journal of Cancer; International Journal for Quality in 
Health Care; Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA); J Clin 
Epidemiology; Journal of General Internal Medicine; Medical Care; Medical 
Decision Making; Proceedings of the American Thoracic Society; Quality of Life 
Research; The Lancet; Thorax; Cancer Prevention and Protection 

Areas of Interest 

Research 
1. Methodology of developing guidance for clinicians (quality of evidence 

and strength of recommendations) 
2. Measuring quality of life in patients with chronic disease 
3. Clinical research design and methodology 
4. Systematic Review Methodology 
5. Evidence-based health-care education 
 
Teaching 
1. Evidence-based clinical practice for house staff and faculty, students 

of epidemiology 
2. Masters and PhD Program in Health Research Methodology, Faculty 

of Health Sciences 
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3.  National and International Evidence-based clinical practice and 
guideline development courses/workshops 

 
Clinical 
1. General Internal Medicine 
2. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
3. Antithrombotic therapy 
   

Awards and Honors 

Student Travel Award, German Academic Exchange Program (DAAD), 1991 

Scholarship Award by the German Academic Exchange Organization (DAAD), 
Biomedical Science Exchange Program (BMEP) with North America, 1991-1992  

Postdoctoral Fellowship Award by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, 
German Research Foundation) and Hannover Medical School, 1994 – 1996 

Resident Scholarly Exchange Day Award, University at Buffalo, 2000 

Buswell Fellowship, Hochstetter Medical Research Fund, Buffalo, USA, 2000 – 
2001 

Service Excellence Award, University at Buffalo, Evidence-Based Health Care: 
Teaching for Tomorrow, Project Team, 2002 

New Investigator Award, International Society for Quality of Life Research, 
Prague, Czech Republic, 2003 

University at Buffalo, Exceptional Scholar Award, 2004 

European Union & Italian National Cancer Institute, Scientific reintegration 
Research Award, 2008 

World Allergy Organization, Scientific Achievement Award, December, 2009 

World Allergy Organization, Presidential Recognition and Collaboration, Award, 
December, 2011 

Teaching Excellence Award, McMaster University, Internal Medicine Residency 
Program, 2014 – 2016 

International Distinguished Alumnus Award, University of Buffalo, May 2017 

Robert F. Lofthouse Memorial Lecture, distinguished guest speaker award, 
Orthopaedics Annual Academic Day, Hamilton, May 10, 2017  

Leaders Circle Recognition Award, Leaders Circle, Toronto ON, April 2018 

Courses and Workshops Taught  

7BUniversity at Buffalo  

Course Development 

SPM624, Introduction to Evidence-Based Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology, 
Graduate School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, 3 credit hours, every 
second year, 2002; 2004 
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Teaching 

SPM 600, Small Group Leader, Epidemiology and Biostatistics for Medical 
Students, University at Buffalo, USA, 1996 - 2000 

SPM 616, Lecturer, University at Buffalo, USA, 1997& 2000 

Lung and Respiration Section, Lecturer, 1st and 2nd year Medical Students, 2000 
- 2003  

Weekly EBM workshop, Faculty, Department of Medicine, 2000 - 2003 

Preceptor, University at Buffalo, Department of Medicine, 1 – 2 residents, 1 – 2 
students, 2 months/year, 2000 – 2009.  

MHI 501 (Intro Health Informatics 1), Lecturer, University at Buffalo, 2003    

 

McMaster University  

Tutor Trainee, Workshop “How to Teach Evidence-Based Clinical Practice”, 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, 6/10-6/15/2001 

Tutor, Workshop “How to Teach Evidence-Based Clinical Practice”, McMaster 
University, Hamilton, Canada (one week course with 40 contact hours every June 
in small and large group sessions), 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 

Tutor, HRM 743 Systematic Reviews, McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, 
2003 - 2008  

 
International (selected) 

Faculty, Evidence-Based Preventive Medicine Workshop, Pavia, Italy, June, 2000 

Tutor, Workshop – “Discussion and Recommendations in Cochrane Reviews”. X 
Cochrane Colloquium, Stavanger, Norway, 2002 

Tutor, Workshop – “Grades of Recommendation”. X Cochrane Colloquium, 
Stavanger, Norway, 2002 

Facilitator/Tutor, Workshop – “Cochrane Workshop on Grading the Quality of 
Evidence”. XI Cochrane Colloquium, Barcelona, Spain, October 25 – 30, 2003 

Facilitator/Tutor, Workshop – “Cochrane Workshop on Grading the Quality of 
Evidence”. XII Cochrane Colloquium, Ottawa, Canada, October 6, 2004 

Tutor, Workshop – “GRADE workshop”. III International Conference on Health 
Technology Assessment (HTAi), Rome, Italy, June 2005 

Facilitator/Tutor, Workshop – Das GRADE-System Von der Evidenz zur 
Empfehlung”. 50. GMDS-Jahrestagung 12. DAE-Jahrestagung, Freiburg, 
Germany, September 13, 2005 

Tutor, Workshop – GRADE Workshop on Grading the Quality of Evidence”. XIII 
Cochrane Colloquium, Melbourne, Australia, October 24, 2005 

Tutor, Workshops – 1. Systematic Reviews and 2. GRADE Leitlinien Entwicklung. 
Universität Freiburg, Deutsches Cochrane Zentrum, Freiburg, 23.-25 März, 2006 
(now annual workshop) 

GRADE Workshop, Pflegevereinigung Bozen, January 15, 2007 and April 13, 
2007 
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GRADE Workshop for the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technology in Health 
(CADTH), March 26 – 28, 2007 

Organizer and Faculty, First workshop in evidence based health care for the 
surgical specialties, Perugia/Arrezzo, Italy, July 19 – 21, 2007 

Organizer, 3 GRADE Workshops at Cochrane Colloquium, Sao Paola, Brazil, 
October 2007 

GRADE Workshop, Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research, Washington, 
September, 2008 

Organizer, GRADE Workshops at Cochrane Colloquium, Freiburg, Germany, 
October 2008 

GRADE Workshop to WHO (one day), September 8, 2008 

GRADE Development Workshop to WHO (one day), January 22, 2008  

Organizer, 2 GRADE Workshops Spanish Ministry of Health, Madrid and 
Barcelona, November and December, 2008 

Organizer, 2 GRADE Workshop, Bogota, Columbia, June 17 and 18, 2009 

Co-organizer and faculty member, Cochrane Center Germany, Freiburg, 
Germany, spring 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 (a 1.5 day workshop on GRADE) 

WHO, 1 day workshop, GRADE for diagnostic studies.  Geneva, Switzerland. 
October 29, 2010 

WHO, 2 day workshop, GRADE for therapeutic interventions, Geneva, 
Switzerland, February 20 & 21, 2010 

Over 30 GRADE workshops since 2010  

 

Primary Supervisorships 

Bachelors of Health Sciences Students  

Jonathan Hsu, BHSc Program, McMaster University, 2009 – 2011 (now medical 
student at University of Toronto) 
Adrienne Cheung, BHSc Program, McMaster University, 2010 – 2014 (now 
medical student at UBC) 
Shreyas Gandhi, BHSc Program, McMaster University, 2012 – 2014 (now medical 
student at University of Toronto) 
Tejan Baldeh, BHSc Program, Queens University, 2012 – 2016 
Andrew Zikic, BHSc Program, 2015 (accepted to medical school, University of 
Toronto) 

 

Master Students  

Heather Ochs, M. Sc., University at Buffalo, 2000 – 2002 

Elie Akl, M.D., Department of Social and Preventive, University at Buffalo, New 
York, USA, Master of Public Health (project), 2004  

Steve Cramer, M.D., Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, University at 
Buffalo, New York, USA, Masters of Science in Epidemiology, 2004 

Tejan Baldeh – Master of Public Health, McMaster Universtiy, 2016 -  
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PhD Doctoral Students  

Heather Ochs, M.Sc., Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, University 
at Buffalo, New York, USA, Ph.D. in Epidemiology and Community Health, 2002 – 
2004 (now: Associate Professor of Epidemiology, University at Buffalo, NY) 

Milo Puhan, M.D., University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands/Horten Center for 
Evidence Based Medicine, Zürich, Switzerland; Co-promotor (Co-chair), Ph.D. 
Thesis, 2003 – 2006 (now: Chair, Department of Preventive Medicine, ETH 
University Zurich, Switzerland) 

Elie Akl, M.D., M.P.H. Department of Social and Preventive, University at Buffalo, 
New York, USA, Ph.D. in Epidemiology, 2005 – 2008 (now: Associate Professor 
of Medicine and head of clinical research, American University of Beirut, 
Lebanon) 

Maddalena Barba, M.D., Italian National Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, 
Italy, Ph.D. in Digestive Oncology, La Sapienza University Rome, 2007 – 2010 
(now senior scientist National Cancer Institute, Rome, Italy) 

Nancy Santesso, MLIS, RD, Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, Department 
of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, McMaster University, 2009 – 2014 (now 
faculty at McMaster University) 

Reem Mustafa, M.D., MPH, Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, Department 
of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (now Health Research Methods, 
Evidence, and Impact), McMaster University, 2010 – 2014 (now faculty at 
University of Kansas) 

Yuan (Ray) Zhang, Department of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
McMaster University (now Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact), 
2012 – 2017 (now a researcher at Health Qualilty Ontario) 

Juan Jose Yepes Nunez, M.D., M.Sc., Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, 
Department of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (now Health Research 
Methods, Evidence, and Impact), McMaster University, 2013 - 

Carlos Alberto Cuello Garcia, M.D., Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, 
Department of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (now Health Research 
Methods, Evidence, and Impact), McMaster University, 2013 – 2017. 

Rebecca Morgan, M.P.H., Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, Department of 
Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (now Health Research Methods, Evidence, 
and Impact), McMaster University, 2014 – 

Gian Paolo Morgan, M.Sc., Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, Department 
of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, McMaster University, 2015 – 

Wojtek Wiercioch, M.Sc., Ph.D. in Health Research Methodology, Department of 
Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (now Health Research Methods, Evidence, 
and Impact), McMaster University, 2015 – 

Andrea Darzi, M.D., BSc., Ph.D in Health Research Methodology, Department of 
Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact, 2017 -  

 

 

Postdoctoral Research Fellows  

Samer El-Dika, M.D., M.S., Fellow in Gastroenterology, 2002 – 2004 (2004: 
Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Virginia)  
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Milo Puhan, M.D., McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada/Horten Center for 
Evidence Based Medicine, Zürich, Switzerland, 8/2004 – 11/2004 

Francesca Sperati, Ph.D., Italian National Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, 
Italy, 2006 – 2008  

Irene Terrenato, Ph.D., Italian National Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, 
Italy, 2006 – 2008 

Jan Brozek, M.D., Ph.D., Italian National Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, 
Italy, 2006 – 2009 

Maddalena Barba, M.D., Italian National Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, 
Italy, 2006 

Julia Kreis, Ph.D., Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health (IQWiG), Germany, 
2011 - 2012 

Itziar Etxeandia Ikobaltzeta, Pharm. D., Basque Health Technology Assessment, 
2013 

Sergio Kowalski, M.D., M.Sc., McMaster University, 2014 – 2015 

Yuan (Ray) Zhang, Ph.D., 2017 - 2018 

 

Supervisory Committee membership  

Pankaj Patel, M.D., Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, University at 
Buffalo, M. Sc. in Epidemiology, 2002  

Michael Aronica, M.D., Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, University 
at Buffalo M. Sc. in Epidemiology, 2004 

Simon McRae, M.D., McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, M.Sc. HRM, 
Thesis, 2005 

Reem Adel Mustafa, M.D, Social & Preventive Medicine, M.P.H. (project). The 
Graduate School University at Buffalo, New York, 2006 – 2007 

Michelle Kho, MSc, McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, Ph.D. Thesis, 2005 – 
2010 

Martin O’Donnell, M.D., McMaster University; committee member, Ph.D. Thesis, 
2005 – 2008  

Samantha Fox, MSc, Department of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
McMaster University, 2009 - 2010. 

Alonso Carrasco, McMaster University, committee member, 2011 – 2015 
(anticipated) 

Ignacio Neumann, McMaster University, committee member, 2011 – 2014 

Madison Zhang, McMaster University, committee member, 2012 – 2015 
(anticipated) 

Paul Alexander, McMaster University, committee member, 2013 – 2014 

Karen Wong, McMaster University, committee member, 2013 – 2014 
(independent study) 

Ashely Bonner, McMaster University, committee member, 2013 - 2014 
(independent study) 

Ivan Florez, MD, MSc, McMaster University, PhD HRM Thesis Committee 
member, 2015 -  
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Others (selected) 

Medical Students 

Cecilia Costiniuk, M.D., Third year medical student, McMaster University, 2004 - 
2005 

Diana Blank, M.D., Third year medical student, McMaster University, 2004 - 2005 

Nicole Scouras, M.D., M.P.H., 2nd year Medical Student, University of Buffalo, 
2002 – 2004  

Residents  

Elie Akl, M.D., Internal and Preventive Medicine Resident, 2000 – 2004  

Sanjay Joseph, M.D., University of Buffalo, 2002 – 6/2003 

Ifeoma Izuchukwu, M.D., M.P.H, Internal and Preventive Medicine Resident, 2002 
– 2003 (now Assistant Professor of Medicine, UCLA) 

Aasma Shaukat, M.D., M.P.H., Internal Medicine Resident, 2002 – 2003 (now 
Head of Gastroenterology, University of Minnesota) 

Gabriela Negoe, M.D., Preventive Medicine Residency, 2002 – 2004 “ACCP 
Antithrombotic Guidelines” 

Ranjan Chanda, M.D., Internal and Preventive Medicine Resident, 2003 – 2004 

Gokul Krishan, M.D., M.P.H., Internal Medicine Resident, 2003 – 2004 

Maddalena Barba, M.D., Internal Medicine/Oncology Resident, Italian National 
Cancer Institute Regina Elena, Rome, Italy, 2006 - 2009 

 

Research Funding  

Current support 

Principal Investigator 

Pan American Health Organination (PAHO), Guidelines Project.  $9,200.00. 2018 

World Health Organization, STI-4 Project. $21,315.00.  2018 

World Health Organizaion, Ablative project.  $30,551.00.  2018 

World Health Organization, Methodological Suppot to the assessment of risk of 
bias in systematic reviews for Air Quality Guidelines. $7,519.00 10/2017 – 
02/2018. 

World Health Organization, Reviews for Thermal Ablation. $30,551.50 2017 - 
2018 

World Health Organization, Guidelines for Syndromic Case Management. 
$21,314.40. 2017. 

Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), 
Guideline Development.  $9,200 USD. 2017.  

World Health Organization, Systematic Reviews with GRADE Evidence Profiles 
for WHO for Clinical Management of Severe Influenza, Including Seasonal, 
Pandemic and Zoonotic. $81,903  09/2017 – 12/2017 
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World Allergy Organization, Supporting Guideline  Development for the Diagnosis 
and Management of Cow’s Milk Allergy (DRACMA). US$ 150,000. 2017 – 2018. 

American Society of Hematology, Venous Thromboembolism Guidelines, 
Methods development and execution CAD$ 4,594,692, 2015 – 2017  

Saudi Arabia Ministry of Health. Second phase of Development of Saudi Clinical 
Practice Guidelines (CPG) and Capacity Building in Guideline Development. US$ 
1,200,000.00, 2014 – 2017 

Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR), Use of Heparins in Cancer: 
Individual patient data meta-analysis.  $99,815 2013 – 2017   

National Hemophilia Foundation (co-PI with Alfonso Iorio) Development of Clinical 
Practice Guidelines on the comprehensive Care Model for the Management of 
Hemophilia. US$ 275,000, 2015 – 2017 

National Toxicology Program, Initial Confidence in Evidence. US $20,000. 
01/2015 – 06/2017 

The Cochrane UK Centre, The Cochrane Collaboration.  $61540. 04/2016 – 
06/2017 

ICF Incorporated, Scientific Information Management and Literature-Based 
Evaluations for the National Toxicology Program (NTP). $23,100.  2016 – 2017 

World Health Organization (WHO), STI Guidelines - 3. $33,196. 2016 - 2017  

 

Workpackage leader (\PI) 

EU Framework Program 6, DECIDE (PI of overall project: Shaun Treweek, 
Andrew Oxman), $3,380,000 (3 Mill Euro), 2010 - 2015 

 

Co-Investigator 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Foundation Grant. Predicting and 
preventing the major vascular complications of surgery.  (PI: PJ Devereaux) 
$8,439,205. 2015 – 2022 

University of Maryland (via NIH), Cochrane Collaboration CAM Field: Resource 
for research.  (PI: Brian M. Berman) US$ 614,950. (Subaward PI: Schunemann 
$10,800), 2012 – 2017 

EU Framework Program 7 – Rare Best Practices Project. (PI: Domenica Taruscio) 
60,000 Euro, 2012 – 2016 

Canadian Institute of Health Reseach (CIHR). Innovations to enhance the 
capacity of practice guidelines to improve health and healthcare systems: 
AGREE-REX (Recommendation Excellence). (PI: Melissa Brouwers) $602,124, 
April 2013 – March 2016  

Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) Guidelines for Guidelines: What 
Methodologic Instructions for Practice Guideline Developement should we be 
using? (PI: Kathryn Bennett), $10,000, 2015 – 2016  
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Past Support 

Principal Investigator 

Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC), Training Sessions on the use of the 
GRADE System.  $7,350, 2015 – 2016. 

Canadian Collaborative for Methods, Applications, and Capacity Development in 
Network Meta-Analysis for Drug Safety and Effectiveness. (Co-principal 
investigators G. A. Wells, D. Coyle, B. Reeves, H. Schünemann, L. Thabane) 
$911,520. 2011 – 2015 

World Allergy Organization, Supporting Guideline Development for the prevention 
of nutrition related allegies. US$ 300,000 2013 – 2015 

World Allergy Organization. Supporting guideline development for the prevention 
of nutrition related allergies, US$300,000, 2013 - 2014 

Saudi Arabia Ministry of Health. Development of the Saudi Clinical Practice 
Guidelines (CPG) Handbook. US$ 519,375, 2013 – 2014 

World Health Organization, Revised/updated chapters 7 and 8 of the 2012 WHO 
Handbook for Guideline Development. US$ 3,850, 2014 

World Health Organization.  Use of Essential Medicines. $ 24,840.32,  2014  

World Health Organization, Development of the WHO STI case management 
syndromic-approach guidelines based on the new WHO standard guideline 
development approved by the Guidance Review Committee. US$ 49,032.58, 
2013 – 2014 

World Health Organization, Development of guidelines for the use of diagnostic 
and therapeutic approaches in the prevention and management of cervical 
cancer; detailed review of diagnostic accuracy studies. US$ 160,000, 2012 - 2013 

German Insurance Fund, A systematic appraisal of diagnostic methods, evidence 
and judgment: The strength of the relation between diagnostic tests and 
patient/population outcomes.  $147,500 Euros, 2012 - 2013 

Cochrane Collaboration, Enhancing the acceptance and implementation of 
Summary of Findings Tables in Cochrane Reviews. GBP$ 40,000, 2012 – 2013 

Agency for Healthcare Research And Quality, Teaching Evidence Assimilation for 
Collaborative Health Care (TEACH) (PI: Dr. Peter C. Wyer). Total direct cost: 
$298,412, 2009 - 2011 

World Health Organization, GRADE Profiler for ACCP clinical practice guidelines. 
$43,350, 2011 

World Health Organization, Guidelines methodologist for the development of 
WHO policy guidelines on anti-tuberculosis drug susceptibility testing. US$ 6,600, 
2012 

World Health Organization, Guideline review committee GRADE training. $ 
14,676.51, 2011 - 2012 

World Allergy Organization, Cow Milk Allergy Guidelines Evidence Reviews. Total 
direct cost: US$ 120,000.00, 2009 - 2010 
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Cochrane Collaboration, Training and Capacity Building for Summary of Findings 
Tables: International training event. Total direct cost: GBP 25,000.00, 2011 

World Health Organization, Evidence review for Cryotherapy in Uterine Cancer. 
Total direct cost: US$ 20,000.00 + US$ 60,000.00 + US$ 25,000.00, 2009 - 2010 

Cochrane Collaboration, Training and Capacity Building for Summary of Findings 
Tables. Total direct cost: GBP 20,000.00, 2009 – 2010 

World Health Organization, Cryotherapy II, Development of PICO for use of 
cryotherapy to prevent cervical cancer.  Total direct cost: US$ 8,200.00, 2010 

Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization, GRADE capacity. 
Total direct cost: US$ 18,600.00, 2010 -2011. 

World Health Organization, A systematic review of influenza antiviral efficacy. 
Total direct cost: US$ 26,600.00, 2010 – 2011 

World Health Organization, Drug resistance Tuberculosis. US$ 6,000.00, 2010  

Canadian Institute of Health Research.  McMaster Health Forum: Using Evidence 
Briefs and Deliberative Dialogues for Expedited Knowledge Synthesis.  (PI: Dr. 
John Lavis). $100,000.00, 2009 – 2010.   

Italian Ministry of Health, Molecular Prevention of Breast Cancer, Molecular 
Medicine Program (PI: Paola Muti), Total direct cost: € 1,000,000.00, 2008 

European Commission, Brussels, Marie Curie Reintegration Grant, Grading the 
quality of evidence and the strength of recommendations (GRADE). EU & IRE 
(IGR 42192). Total direct cost: € 240,000.00 (including institutional funding), 2006 
- 2008 

Merging Efforts in COPD Guideline Development International Lung Health 
Committee. Total direct cost: US$ 32,000, 1 R13 HL090485-01 from the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute/NIH, USA, 2007 - 2008 

Merging Efforts in COPD Guideline Development International Lung Health 
Committee, American Thoracic Society. Total direct cost: US$ 30,000, 2007 - 
2008. 

GA²LEN, the Global Allergy and Asthma European Network, Total direct cost: € 
60,000.00, 2008 – 2009 

Barilla, Inc., Parma, Development of a Quality of Life Outcomes Questionnaire, 
Total direct cost: € 105,000.00, 2007 – 2008 

Merging Efforts in COPD Guideline Development International Lung Health 
Committee, American Thoracic Society. Total direct cost: US$ 37,000, 2006 - 
2007. 

American Lung Association of New York State (ALANYS), Clinical Epidemiology 
of Pulmonary Function. Total direct cost: $68,000, 2002 – 2005  
Pfizer, Inc. Patient Reported Outcomes, Total Direct Cost: $43,968.00, 2004 – 
2005 

University at Buffalo, Buswell Research Support Funds. Total direct cost: 
$135,000.00 ($45,000 annually), 2000 – 2003. Award ended in 2001 because of 
Dr. Schünemann’s promotion to Assistant Professor on tenure track. 
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AstraZenceca Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Randomized clinical study to compare two 
different frames of presenting clinical marker states with the "feeling thermometer" 
for assessing health-related quality of life in patients with Chronic Respiratory 
Disease. (Co-Principal Investigator with Dr. Gordon Guyatt). Total direct cost: 
Can$ 64,697.00, 2001 

AstraZenceca Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Randomized clinical study to measure the 
relative responsiveness and validity of two different administration modes of a 
"feeling thermometer" for assessing health-related quality of life in patients with 
Chronic Respiratory Disease (Co-Principal Investigator with Dr. Gordon Guyatt). 
Total direct cost: Can$ 500,000, 2001 – 2003 

Research for Health in Erie County Foundation, Clinical Epidemiology of 
Pulmonary Function (Principal Investigator). Total direct cost: $15,000, 2002 – 
2002  

ACCP, Systematic Literature Searches for the 7th American College of Chest 
Physicians (ACCP) Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy. Total 
direct cost: $50,194.15, 2002 – 2003 

ACCP, 2nd phase of Systematic Literature Searches for the 7th American College 
of Chest Physicians (ACCP) Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy. 
Total direct cost: $10,000.00, 2003  

AstraZenceca Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Randomized clinical study to measure the 
relative responsiveness and validity of two different administration modes of a 
"feeling thermometer" for assessing health-related quality of life in patients with 
Gastro-esophageal Reflux Disease. (Co-Principal Investigator with Dr. Gordon 
Guyatt). Total direct cost: Can$ 512,502.00; 2001 – 2004 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD), Biomedical Science 
Exchange Program between Europe and North America. CO2-Transport in 
Human Blood and CO2 Kinetics. Research, Total direct cost: DEM 12,000 (~ US$ 
7,000 in 1991), 1991 – 1992 

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) and Hannover Medical School; Grant: 
SCHU: 1056-1/1; Molekulare Mechanismen zur Identifizierung der Lokalisation 
von Typ II Alveolarzellen auf der alveolaeren Basalmembran“. Postdoctoral 
Fellowship, DEM 120,000 (~ US$ 80,000 in 1994), 1994 – 1996  

 

Co-Investigator 

ECDC (EU)- Developing a methodology for evaluating and grading evidence and 
strength of recommendations in Public Health/infectious disease prevention and 
control. (Project Coordinator Thomas Harder). $100 000 Euro, 2012 –2014 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research, McMaster Evidence Review and 
Synthesis Centre (MERSC), Knowledge Synthesis-Preventive HealthCare, 
Evidence Review (PI: Dr. Parminder Raina & Dr. Donna Ciliska). Total direct cost:  
$3,192,354 11/2009 - 11/2014 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Vascular Events In Noncardiac Surgery 
Patients Cohort  Evaluation (VISION) Study (PI: Dr. P.J. Devereaux). 
$141,378/year, 2009 – 2014 
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Canadian Institute of Health Research. The Guideline-driven, Research priorities, 
Evidence synthesis, Application of evidence, and Transfer of knowledge:  The 
GREAT Project.  (PI: Sharon Strauss). $25,000, 2010 – 2011. 

European Union. -   (Core Outcome Measures in Effectiveness Trials) COMET 
Initiative (Project Coordinator P.R. Williamson – University of Liverpool)– 497,360 
Euros,  2012 – 2014 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant, Innovations to enhance the 
capacity of practice guidelines to improve health and healthcare systems: AGREE 
Application Appropriateness Action (AGREE A3) (PI: Dr. Melissa Brouwers). Total 
direct cost: $207,252/year, 2009-2012 

Canadian Institute of Health Research. Suicide Prevention in Children and 
Adolescents:  Options and Evidence.  (PI Kathryn Bennett) $200,000,  04/2012 – 
09/2012 

American College of Chest Physicians and The CHEST Foundation, Developing 
and pilot testing a novel outcome performance measure for the ACCP 
recommendations for the prophylaxis and management of venous 
thromboembolism (PI: Dr. Eli Akl). $100,968, 2009 – 2010  

National Institute of Health, Conflict of Interest in Clinical Practice Guideline 
Development. (PI: Dr. Susan Norris). $300,303./year 1,$309,269/year 2. 2009 – 
2010. 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Project Title:  GRADE - Moving 
Towards a Consensus on a Consistent Approach to Grading Evidence and 
Recommendations (PI: Dr. Yngve Falck-Ytter). Total direct cost: ~US$ 32,000, 1 
R13 HS016880-01, 2007 - 2008 

Department of Defense, USA, Estrogen Metabolism and Prostate Cancer Risk: A 
Prospective Study (PI: Dr. Paola Muti).  Total direct cost: $372,023.00, 2002-2007 

Department of Defense, USA, Endogenous 6-hydroxymelatonin excretion and 
subsequent risk of breast cancer: a prospective study (PI: Paola Muti). Total direct 
cost: $ 308,300.00, 2004 - 2007  

NIH, USA, Endogenous hormones and premenopausal breast cancer risk. (PI: 
Paola Muti). Total direct costs: $1,210,804, 2003-2008 

Research for Health in Erie County Foundation, USA, Evaluating an educational 
game to improve Internal Medicine residents’ knowledge and adherence to clinical 
practice guidelines (PI: Dr. Elie Akl). Total direct cost: US$ 22,310, 2007 

Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) Founders Award 2008. “Evaluating 
an educational game’s effect on residents’ knowledge of practice guidelines” (PI: 
Dr. Elie A Akl). Total direct cost: $20,000, 2008 

NIH (NCI), Serum phytosterols and prostate cancer prevention (PI: Dr. Paola Muti, 
R21). Total direct cost: $387,887 total cost, 2004-2006 

NIH (NHLBI), USA, Hibernating Myocardium and Sudden Cardiac Death. Aim: 
Examines the presence of hibernating myocardium as a risk factor for sudden 
cardiac death in a prospective cohort study of patients at risk for sudden cardiac 
death (PI: Dr. John Canty; RO1).  Total direct cost: $2,467,355, 2004 – 2004 (left 
project due to leave of absence to Italy) 
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Research for Health in Erie County Foundation, USA, Evaluating an educational 
game to improve Internal Medicine residents’ knowledge and adherence to clinical 
practice guidelines (PI: Dr. Elie Akl). Total direct cost: US$ 12,183., 2006 

Educational Technology Center, University at Buffalo, USA, Development of an 
educational game for teaching clinical practice guidelines in graduate medical 
education. (PI: Dr. Elie Akl). Total direct cost: US$ 4000, 2006 

NIH (NIAAA), USA, “Biological Specimen Bank” (PI: P. Muti). Total direct cost 
$375,552, 1996 – 1997, Core component in “Center for Clinical and Medical 
Epidemiology”, (Marcia Russell, Center Director) $6,487,553 total direct cost, 
1992 – 1997 

Research Development Fund, Hamilton Health Sciences & Father Sean 
O'Sullivan Seed Funds, McMaster University, Systematic Review: Who profits in 
private for-profit versus private not-for-profit health care delivery systems? (PI: 
P.J. Devereaux).  Total direct cost: $9,000.00 and $10,994, 2001 – 2002  

Atkinson Foundation Grant, Ontario, Canada, Systematic review of the cost of 
care in private for-profit versus private not for-profit health care delivery systems 
(Co-Investigator; PI: P.J. Devereaux): $44,399, 2002 

  

0BPublications  

 1BBooks  

1. Schünemann H, editor. Quick Reference Guide on Antithrombotic Therapy. 
Sixth ACCP Consensus Conference on Antithrombotic Therapy.  American 
College of Chest Physicians 2001; Chicago, IL.  

2. Crowther M, Ginsberg J, Schünemann H, Meyer R, Lottenberg R (editors). 
Evidence Based Hematology. BMJ/Blackwell, 2008 

3. Schünemann H, Brożek J, Oxman A, editors. GRADE handbook for 
grading quality of evidence and strength of recommendation. Version 3.2 
[updated March 2009]. The GRADE Working Group, 2009. Available from 
http://www.cc-ims.net/gradepro and www.gradepro.org.   

 

 Book Chapters  

1. Guyatt G, Sinclair J, Cook D, Jaeschke R, Schünemann H.  Grading 
Recommendations – A quantitative approach. In: User's Guides to Medical 
Literature. Editor: Guyatt G, Drummond R. Chicago, IL. American Medical 
Association, 2002.  

4. Guyatt G, Sinclair J, Cook D, Jaeschke R, Schünemann H, Pauker S. 
Grading Recommendations – A qualitative approach. In: User's Guides to 
Medical Literature: A manual for evidence (p. 599-608). Editor: Guyatt G, 
Rennie D. Chicago, IL. American Medical Association, 2002.  

5. Schünemann H, Guyatt G. Evidence-Based Medicine (p. 51-57).  In: 
Hospital Medicine. Editors:  Robert M. Wachter, Lee Goldman, Harry 
Hollander: 2nd edition.  Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, 2005  

6. Schünemann H, Guyatt G.  Clinical Epidemiology (p. 1169 – 1224).  In: 
Handbook of Epidemiology. Editors: Pigeot I , Ahrens W., Springer Verlag, 

http://www.cc-ims.net/gradepro
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2005.  

7. Schünemann H, Guyatt G.  Using the rehabilitation literature to guide 
patient care: a critical appraisal of trial evidence. (p. 46-53) In: Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation: Efficacy and Scientific Basis. Editors: Goldstein R, Donner C, 
2005.  

8. Schünemann H, Zu Wallack RL. Evaluation of impairment and disability 
and outcome measures for pulmonary rehabilitation. (p. 150-163) In: 
Pulmonary Rehabilitation: Efficacy and Scientific Basis. Editors: Goldstein 
R, Donner C, 2005  

9. Schünemann H, Juniper E, Guyatt G. Measurement of Health Status. 
Encyclopedia of Biostatistics. Editors: P. Armitage, T. Colton. 2nd edition 
Volume 4, (p. 2393–2399), John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, Chichester, 2005. 

10. Schünemann H, Jaeschke R, Guyatt G Using Quality-of-Life 
Measurements in Pharmacoepidemiology Research. (p. 653-663) In: 
Pharmacoepidemiology. Editor: Brian Strom, 4th edition, 2005. 

11. Akl E, Schünemann HJ. Health related Quality of Life Measurement in 
Diabetes. (p. 179-205) In: Evidence Based Endocrinology, Editor: Victor 
Montori; Humana Press. Totowa, NJ, 2005. 

12. Schünemann HJ, Guyatt G.  Interpreting the results of quality of life 
measures in clinical trials: the clinicians' perspective: the great merit of 
dichotomies for simple-minded clinicians. (p. 201-212) In: Quality of Life 
Research. Editor: D. Revicki. ISOQOL, 2005. 

13. Schünemann H, Cook D, Jaeschke R, Vist G, Kunz R, Guyatt G.  Grading 
Recommendations. Editor: Guyatt G, Meade M, Drummond R. Chicago, IL. 
McGraw Hill, 2008. 

14. Cook DJ, Guyatt GH, Schünemann HJ, Akl EA, Foy R, Wall RJ. Changing 
Behavior to Apply Best Evidence in Practice. In: Users' Guides to the 
Medical Literature: A Manual for Evidence-Based Clinical Practice. Editors: 
GH Guyatt, D. Rennie. McGraw Hill, 2008. 

15. Cerletti C, Schünemann HJ, de Gaetano G. Antithrombotic therapy: 
guidelines for the elderly. Blood Disorders in the Elderly (edited by Balducci, 
Ershler, and de Gaetano), 2008. 

16. Kunz R, Lelgemann M, Guyatt G, Antes G, Falck-Ytter Y, Schünemann HJ. 
Von der Evidenz zur Empfehlung In: Lehrbuch Evidenzbasierte Medizin in 
Klinik und Praxis, 2007. 

17. Schünemann HJ, Oxman AD, Vist GE, Higgins JPT, Deeks J, Glasziou P, 
Guyatt GH. Interpreting results and drawing conclusions. In: Cochrane 
Collaboration Handbook, second edition. Higgins JPT, Green S (Editors), 
2008.  

18. Schünemann HJ, Oxman AD, Higgins JPT, Vist GE, Glasziou P, Guyatt 
GH. Presenting results and summary of findings tables. In: Cochrane 
Collaboration Handbook, second edition. Higgins JPT, Green S (Editors), 
2008. 

19. Schünemann HJ, Stanulla M, Brozek J, Guyatt GH. Rating the quality of 
evidence and making recommendations: A guide to the spectrum of clinical 
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research.  In Evidence Based Hematology: Crowther M, Schünemann H 
Ginsberg J, Lottenberg R, Meyer R (editors) Wiley-Blackwell, BMJ Books, 
West Sussex, UK, 2008.  

20. Schünemann HJ, Ghersi D, Kreis J, Antes G, Bousquet J.  Reporting 
Research: Are we in for better helath care by 2020? (p. 83-102) In: Better 
Doctors, Better Patients, Better Decisions: Envisioning Healthcare 2020. 
Strüngmann Forum Report, vol. 6. Gigerenzer G., and Muir Gray, JA 
(editors) MIT Pres, Cambridge, MA, 2011. 

21. Feufel M, Antes G, Steurer J, Gigerenzer G, Muir Gray J, Makela M, Mulley 
A, Nelson D, Schulkin J, Schünemann HJ, Wennberg J, Wild C.  What is 
needed for better health care: Better systems, better patients or both?  (p. 
117-136) In: Better Doctors, Better Patients, Better Decisions: Envisioning 
Healthcare 2020. Strüngmann Forum Report, vol. 6. Gigerenzer G., and 
Muir Gray, JA (editors) MIT Pres, Cambridge, MA 2011. 

22. Schünemann HJ, Johnston BC, Jaeschke R, Guyatt GH.  Chapter 39: 
Using Quality of Life Measurements in Pharmacoepidemiologic Research. 
Pharmacoepidemiology, 5th Edition, pages 709-722, 2012.  Editors: BL 
Strom, SE Kimmel, S Hennessy, 2012. 

23. Schünemann HJ, Johnston BC, Jaeschke R, Guyatt GH.  Using Quality of 
Life Measurements in Pharmacoepidemiologic Research. Textbook of 
Pharmacoepidemiology, 2nd Edition, Editors: BL Strom, SE Kimmel, S 
Hennessy, 2013. 

 

 

Peer Reviewed Scientific Articles (published, in press and accepted for 
publication) 

 
1. Böning D, Schünemann HJ, Maassen N, Busse MW. Reduction of 

oxylabile CO2 in human blood by lactate. Journal of Applied Physiology 74 
(2): 710-714, 1993. 

2. Schünemann HJ. Klocke RA. Influence of CO2 kinetics on pulmonary 
carbon dioxide exchange. Journal of Applied Physiology 74 (2): 715-721, 
1993. 

3. Klocke RA, Schünemann HJ, Grant BJB. Distribution of pulmonary 
capillary transit times. American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care 
Medicine 152 (6): 2014 - 2020, 1995. 

4. Kumar NM, Rabadi NH, Sigurdson L, Schünemann HJ, Lwebuga-Mukasa 
JS.  Induction of Interleukin-1 and Interleukin-8 mRNAs and proteins by 
TGFß1 in rat alveolar epithelial cells. Journal of Cellular Physiology 
169:186-199, 1996. 

5. Schünemann HJ, Muti P, Freudenheim JL, Armstrong D, Browne R, 
Klocke RA, Trevisan M. Oxidative stress and lung function. American 
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Dickinson HO, Bryant A, Schünemann H.Parenteral anticoagulation in 
patients with cancer who have no therapeutic or prophylactic indication for 
anticoagulation. Cochrane Database Syst Rev.  19;1:CD006652, 2011. 
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13;4:CD006649. Review, 2011. 
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D, Schünemann H. Anticoagulation for patients with cancer and central 
venous catheters. Cochrane Database Syst Rev.  13;4:CD006468. Review, 
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Implementation Science. 6:62, 2011.  
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Evidence Based Recommendations Work Group (EBRWG). Methods for 
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and Prevention (CDC). Vaccine. 29(49):9171-6, 2011.   
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Schunemann HJ. Psychometric Validation of an Electronic Diary to 
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International Conference, San Diego, USA, May 24. Proceedings of the 
American Thoracic Society, Volume 3, publication page: A814, 2006 
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effect of restructuring an Internal Medicine night float system: a before and 
after survey of residents and attendings. Resident Scholarly Exchange Day 
University at Buffalo, May 2007 (poster presentation) 
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2008 (poster presentation) 
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a potential solution. Guidelines International Network (GIN) 
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110. Schünemann HJ Evidence to recommendations frameworks: Diagnosis 
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systematic reviews and guidelines. G.I.N Conference. San Francisco, USA. 
August 20, 2013. (oral presentation) 
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evidence in Summary of Findings Tables. Cochrane Colloquium. Quebec 
City, Canada. September 23, 2013. (oral presentation) 

114. Langendam M, Mustafa R, Santesso N, Carrasco A, Moustgaard R, 
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Summary of findings tables: how to formulate informative footnotes on the 
assessment of the quality of evidence. Cochrane Colloquium. Quebec City, 
Canada. September 23, 2013. (oral presentation).  
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from RCTs? Examples from published Summary of Findings tables. 
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presentation) 
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Baldeh T, Zhang Y, Raid U,  Neumann I, Norris S, Thornton J, Harbour R, 
Treweek S, Guyatt G, Alonso-Coello P, Reinap M, Brożek J, Oxman A, Akl 
E. Guidelines 2.0: Development of a comprehensive checklist for a 
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ON. March 27, 2014. (oral presentation) 

117. Schünemann H. The Guideline Development Checklist (GDC). GIN 
Conference, Melbourne. August 2014. (oral presentation) 

118. Alonso-Coello P, Zhang Y, Selva A, Sanabria AJ, Rigau D, Sol I, Guyatt G, 
Schunemann H. Rating the confidence we can place in studies that 
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Melbourne. August 2014. (oral presentation) 

119. Sanabria AJ, Selva A, Zhang Y, Sol I, Rigau D, Martinez L, Garcia S, 
Pequeo S, Schunemann H, Alonso-Coello P. Overcoming methodological 
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guidelines. GIN Conference, Melbourne. August 2014. (oral presentation) 

120. Schünemann H. Enhancing the acceptance and implementation of 
Summary of Findings (SoF) Tables in Cochrane Reviews – User testing 
study. The Cochrane Colloquium. Hyderabad, India.  September 23, 
2014.(oral presentation).  

121. Schünemann H.  Enhancing the acceptance and implementation of 
Summary-of-Findings Tables in Cochrane Reviews – Two non-inferiority 
randomized controlled trials The Cochrane Colloquium. Hyderabad, India.  
September 23, 2014.(oral presentation). 

122. Schünemann H. Getting the O in PICO Right for Trustworthy 
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(oral presentation) 

123. Schünemann. H. GRADE guidance for rating the certainty of a body of 
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preferences. Global Evidenc Summitt. CapeTown, SA. Sept. 14, 2017. 
(oral presentation) 

124.  

 

Other publications (non peer reviewed) 
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Tackling Problems in Idea Analysis. Editors: Weiner JM, Horowitz RS, 
Schuster JHR. Wilmington, DE: 24th Century Press, 1995.  
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2. Schuenemann HJ. Diagnosis of asthma.  In: tackling problems in idea 
analysis. Editors: Weiner JM, Horowitz RS, Schuster JHR. Wilmington, DE: 
24th Century Press 1995.  

3. Schuenemann HJ. Quality of Life Studies.  In: Tackling Problems in Idea 
Analysis. Editors: Weiner JM, Horowitz RS, Schuster JHR. Wilmington, DE: 
24th Century Press 1995.  

4. Schünemann H, Guyatt G. ACCP Consensus Conference on 
Antithrombotic Treatment. Evidence Based Newsletter, November 1999. 
McMaster University 

5. Schünemann HJ.  The relation of serum levels of antioxidant vitamins with 
pulmonary function in a sample from the general population. Doctor of 
Philosophy (Ph.D.) - Dissertation, University at Buffalo, USA, 2000 

6. Schünemann H. Update from the ACCP Consensus Conference on 
Antithrombotic Treatment. Evidence Based Newsletter, November 2000. 
McMaster University  

7. Schünemann H. Reviewer for: Chronic Respiratory Disease Questionnaire 
(CRQ).  In: Physical Rehabilitation Outcome Measures. Editors: E Finch, D 
Brooks, P Stratford, N Mayo.  Hamilton, On. BC Becker, 2002. 

8. Schünemann HJ. Der Kohlendioxidtransport im Organismus - 
Untersuchungen zur Kinetik des pulmonalen CO2-Austauschs und zum 
Einfluß des Laktats auf das oxylabile CO2 (German). Doctor of Medicine 
(Dr. med.) - Dissertation, Hannover Medical School, Germany, 1994. 

9. Devereaux PJ, Meade M, Guyatt GH, Choi PTL, Lacchetti C, Weaver B, 
Lavis JN, Grant BJB, Schünemann HJ, Sullivan T. Quality of care in for-
profit hospitals (reply letter). eCMAJ 167: 740-741, 2002 

10. Carling C, Schünemann HJ, Herrin J, Dyrnes JA, Treweek S, Kristoffersen 
DT, Akl E, Guyatt GH, Dvereaux PJ, Montori VM, Oxman AD. We need 
more evidence of effectiveness about ways to communicate risk to patients 
- a proposal. Response to article by Paling, "Strategies to help patients 
understand risk". BMJ October 3, 2003, at: 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/327/7417;745 

11. Schünemann HJ, Best D, Vist G, Oxman AD. Grading evidence (reply 
letter). CMAJ 2004; 170:929-930 

12. Schünemann HJ, Hirsh J. Highlights from the 7th ACCP Conference on 
Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy: Evidence Based Guidelines. The 
Hematologist: An official Journal of the American Society for Hematology.  

13. Schünemann HJ. Do antioxidants improve pulmonary function? The 
Journal of Respiratory Diseases; 24: 55 – 60, 2003. 
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1. “The Chronic Respiratory Questionnaire”, Investigator Meeting, Boehringer 
Ingelheim, Brussels, Belgium, February, 23 – 24, 2001 “Implementing 
ACCP guidelines”, ACCP Consensus Conference Chairs Meeting:, 
Chicago, IL, 1/31/2002 
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2. “Measuring Preferences: Do we need hypothetical health states?” 
Department of Public Health, Oslo, Norway, 3/15/02 

3. “Mortality in for-profit versus not-for-profit hospitals”, University of Zürich, 
Horten Zentrum, Zürich, Switzerland, 11/8/2002  

4. “Utility and Preference Measures” AstraZenca Workshop on Health-
Related Quality of Life measurements, Toronto, Canada, 11/27-11/28/2002  

5. “Utilities and Health-Related Quality of Life”. Polish Institute of Public 
Health (Pharmacoeconomics), Warsaw, Poland, 4/4/2003  

6. “Efficacy, Effectiveness & Efficiency and Health-Related Quality of Life”.  
Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management: Center for Health 
Education, Research and Information (Cheri), Warsaw, Poland, 3/30/2003 

7. “Do Antioxidants from Fruits and Vegetables Play a Role in Airways 
Obstruction? Results from a Population-based Study and a Systematic 
Review” Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Centro di Ricerca e 
Formazione ad alta Tecnologia nelle Scienze Biomediche,  Campobasso, 
Italy, 4/24/2003 

8. “Effective guideline implementing strategies”. American College of Chest 
Physicians (ACCP) 2003 Conference on Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic 
Therapy: Evidence-Based Guidelines, Phoenix, IL, 9/12/2003  

9. “Anemia and health-related quality of life in COPD”. Amgen, Inc., Los 
Angeles, CA, 9/15/2003 

10. “Minimal Clinically Important Differences (MCID) in COPD: Quality of Life 
IV (Chronic Respiratory Disease Questionnaire)”, MCID workshop, Miami, 
FL, January 12 – 14, 2004 

11. “The Feeling Thermometer” & “Latest developments in the use of multi-
attribute utility tools”, Utility Workshop, AstraZeneca, Toronto, Canada, 
January 15, 2004 

12. “Asthma Guidelines: The Importance of Evidence-Based Medicine”, 
American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI), San 
Francisco, CA, March 23, 2004 

13. "How Guidelines on antithrombotic agents are generated”, National 
Congress of the Italian Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis, October 
1, 2004 

14. “Interpreting the Results of Quality of Life Measures in Clinical Trials: The 
Clinicians Perspective” substituting Dr. Gordon Guyatt at: ISOQOL 2004 
Symposium "Stating the Art: Advancing Outcomes Research Methodology 
and Clinical Applications", Boston, MA, USA, June 27-29, 2004 

15. “ACCP Antithrombotic Guidelines” Coalition to prevent DVT. Washington, 
September 16, 2004     

16. “Do marker states help patients in valuing their own health”, International 
Society for Quality of Life Research (ISOQOL), Hong Kong, October 19, 
2004 

17. "Guidelines and Recommendations on antithrombotic agents”, Consensus 
meeting with representatives of the European Society of Cardiology, 
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Groupe Interdisciplinaire Trousseau sur les Antithrombotiques (GITA), 
Paris, November 22, 2004 

18. CHAIR “Grades of Recommendations Session” Consensus meeting with 
representatives of the European Society of Cardiology, Groupe 
Interdisciplinaire Trousseau sur les Antithrombotiques (GITA), Paris, 
November 22, 2004 

19. What’s EBM”. European Association of Urology. Joint work force on EBM. 
March 14th, 2005 

20. “The GRADE grading system for clinical practice guidelines”. European 
Association of Urology. Joint work force on EBM. March 14th, 2005 

21. “Statistical outcome measures in clinical research: an introduction” 
American Thoracic Society, International Conference, San Diego, USA, 
May 2005 

22. “Evidence Based Medicine and Pharmacotherapy”, American Thoracic 
Society, International Conference, San Diego, USA, May 22, 2005 

23. “The GRADE working Group”, Evidenced Based Urology, Paris, 23 Jun, 
2005 

24. “The GRADE approach to grading the quality of evidence and strength of 
recommendation”, National Institutes of Health and Clinical Excellence, 
London, UK, July 27th, 2005 

25. “The GRADE approach to grading the quality of evidence and strength of 
recommendation”, BMJ Clinical Evidence, London, UK, September 21st, 
2005  

26. “Users’ Guide to Detecting Misleading Claims in Clinical research Reports”, 
7° Corso di Evidence Based Gastroenterology 6 Hepatology, Torgiano, 
Italy, November 27th, 2005 

27. “GRADE group methodology”, European Association of Urology, 
Guidelines Office Chairmen Meeting, Rome, 2 Dec, 2005 

28. “The Science of Guidelines”, European Task Force for sharing Expertise in 
Thrombosis, Brussels, Belgium, December 3rd, 2005 

29. “Evidence-Based Guidelines For Venous Thromboembolism”, American 
Thoracic Society, San Diego, May 23, 2006  

30. “The Why And How Of Guideline Development”, American Thoracic 
Society, San Diego, May 22, 2006. 

31. “Critical Appraisal of COPD guidelines”. American Thoracic Society, ERS 
and GOLD leadership, Munich, Sep 2 2006. 

32. “The GRADE System”. IPF Committee guideline group, Munich, Sep 2 
2006.  

33. “EBUrology and the GRADE system”. Congress: Quality Based Urology, 
Padova/Venezia, Sep 8-9, 2006.  

34. “Grading the Quality of Evidence and Strength of Recommendations – the 
GRADE System” Institute für Qualität und Wirtschaftlichkeit im 
Gesundheitswesen, Cologne, September 25, 2006  
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35. “Integrating values and preferences in Clinical Practice Guidelines”, 
International Society for Quality of Life Research (ISOQOL), Lisbon, 
October 13, 2006 (session chair and presenter) 

36. “Study quality” (session chair) Cochrane Colloquium 2006, October 24, 
2006 

37. “Trials Stopped for Early Benefit : Should We Believe Them?” 8th Course 
Evidence-based Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Torgiano, Italy, 
November 27, 2006 

38. “How the Lung influences the Heart” Primary Prevention in Cardiovascular 
disease: New Risk factors. (La Prevenzione Primaria delle Malattie 
Cardiovascolari: Nuovi Fattori di Rischio) Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore, Campobasso, Italy, November 22, 2006 

39. NICE training workshop and lecture: GRADE – grading the quality of 
evidence; London, December 11, 2006 

40. Grading the quality of evidence and strength of recommendation/GRADE 
workshop, South Tyrol Nursing Association, Bozen, Italy, January 15th, 
2007 

41. Developing Clinical Practice Guidelines, University of Chieti, Italy, January 
22, 2007 

42. Introduction to Evidence Based Health Care, Department of Orthopaedics, 
University of Perugia, Italy, March 7, 2007 

43. CADTH training workshop and lecture: GRADE – “Grading the quality of 
evidence, Ottawa, March 26-28, 2007 

44. Speaker “Introduction to Evidence Based Medicine” and “GRADE – an 
Introduction”, March 29, 2007 

45. Postgraduate M.A.D Day, “Future of Medicare in Canada”. University of 
McMaster, Hamilton, Canada, April 4, 2007. 

46. Invited Keynote speaker: Merging efforts in guideline development in 
COPD and Asthma. Chiesi Foundation Respiratory Research Conference 
June 8, 2007  

47. Invited speaker: International Society for Thrombosis and Haemostasis. 
“Study design, quality of evidence and guidelines”, Geneva, Switzerland, 
July 8, 2007. 

48. Invited speaker, Summary of findings and interpreting reviews, 
Australasian Cochrane Center, Brisbane (via teleconference), Australia, 
July 12th, 2007   

49. Invited session chair and lecturer for symposium on “Dyspnea and Health 
Related Quality of Life” at the European Respiratory Society Annual 
Meeting, September, 2007 

50. Invited speaker: 3rd Summit Meeting of Thrombosis Quorum. “Issues in 
vascular clinical trial design and endpoints”, organized by AstraZeneca, 
Assisi, Italy, 2nd – 4th October 2007 

51. Invited speaker, “Developing evidence-based guidelines: what users need 
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to know” Young Investigators Meeting in Thoracic Oncology, Torino, Italy, 
5th October 2007 

52. Invited speaker: Kidney International (KDIGO). Guideline development 
methodology – WHO experience. New York, USA, October 11, 2007 

53. Invited keynote speaker: Cochrane Colloquium. Using diagnostic 
technologies. Sao Paolo, October 24, 2007 

54. Invited speaker, “Guías de práctica clínica en atención primaria en nuestro 
entorno: metodología y práctica”, Spanish Society for Family and 
Community Medicine, Valladolid/Salamanca, Spain, November 8, 2007 

55. Invited speaker, “Integrating values and preferences in clinical practice 
guidelines”, Spanish National Guideline Meeting, Madrid, Spain, December 
5, 2007  

56. Invited speaker (workshop organizer), “GRADE” Austrian Institute for 
Health Technology Assessment, Vienna, Austria, December 16 – 18, 2007 

57. Invited Speaker, Agency for Health Care Research and Quality, 
Washington, USA, January, 2008 

58. Invited Speaker, National Institutes of Health (Infectious Disease Division, 
Feb 4, 2008 

59. Invited speaker, “GRADE”, Italian Federation of Medical Societies Meeting 
Rome, March 3, 2008 

60. Invited speaker, Emerging challenges for the development and 
implementation of clinical guidelines, Meeting International Guidelines on 
Rhinitis, Asthma and COPD, University of Ferrara, March 8, 2008 

61. Invited speaker, “Guideline and Systematic Review Methodology”,) 
Infectious Disease Society of America, Arlington, Virginia, March 18, 2008 

62. Invited speaker, “Emerging challenges to the development and 
implementation of clinical guidelines”, Horten Center, Zurich, March 28, 
2008 

63. Invited Workshop Tutor and Workshop organizer “GRADE”, Basque 
Guidelines Section, Regional Government, San Sebastian Spain, May 12 
to 14, 2008 

64. Speaker, Workshop “From the Black Box to Transparent Development”,); 
American Thoracic Society International Conference, Toronto, May 18, 
2008 

65. Invited Speaker, “The Importance of Grading Evidence”, American 
Thoracic Society International Conference, Toronto, May 18, 2008 

66. Invited Speaker, National Academy of Science, Institute of Medicine 
“Systematic reviews and other strategies to protect against bias in 
guidelines development”, US, Washington, May 22, 2008 

67. Invited speaker, “The GRADE approach to developing guidance for 
diagnostic questions”, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
Washington, DC May 29, 2008 

68. Invited speaker, “Globalize the evidence – individualize Decisions”, 
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Evidence Based Clinical Practice Workshop, McMaster University, June 
11, 2008 

69. Invited Speaker, “GRADE”, German EBM Network, Deutsches EBM 
Netzwerk, GRADE Working Group, Berlin, Germany, June 18, 2008 

70. Invited Grand Rounds Speaker, Istituto mediterraneo per i trapianti e 
terapie ad alta specializzazione (ISMETT), Palermo, Italy, July 24, 2008 

71. Invited speaker, “Adverse outcomes of long acting beta agonists in 
Asthma: a systematic review", XXXII Annual Congress of the AAAeIC, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 15, 2008 

72. Invited speaker, “Study design, levels of evidence and guidelines 
(GRADE)", XXXII Annual Congress of the AAAeIC, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, August 15, 2008 

73. Invited Speaker, “Applying GRADE” and “GRADE - From Evidence to EMS 
Practice: Building the National Model (NHTSA, FICEMS, NEMSAC), 
Washington, DC, September 4, 2008 

74. Invited speaker, “Grading Evidence and Recommendations”, Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality, Washington, DC, September 8, 2008 

75. Invited speaker, “GRADE Methodology In Use & GRADE Tips and Tools”, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Washington, DC, September 
8, 2008 

76. Invited tutor, “GRADE Introduction”, WHO – GRADE Workshop, Geneva, 
September 10, 2008 

77. Workshop Tutor/Organizer, “GRADE”, Utrecht, NL, September 18 - 19, 
2008 

78. Invited speaker, Grand Rounds, Dept. of Clinical Epidemiology, University 
of Utrecht, NL, “Guideline Implementation and Grading recommendations”, 
September  19, 2008 

79. Workshop Tutor “GRADE”, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
Washington, DC, September 8, 2008 

80. Invited speaker, World Congress of Epidemiology, “GRADE - Guideline 
development methodology using the GRADE approach”, Porto Alegre, 
Brasil, September 24, 2008 

81. Invited speaker, University of Porto Alegre, “GRADE - Guideline 
development methodology using the GRADE approach”, Porto Alegre, 
Brasil, September 25, 2008 

82. Invited speaker, “Understanding and interpretation of patient reported 
outcomes”, Cochrane Colloquium, Freiburg, Germany, October 3, 2008 

83. Invited speaker “Emerging challenges to the development and 
implementation of clinical practice guidelines – COPD as a case in point”, 
European Respiratory Society, October 5, 2008  

84. Invited speaker (plenary), “Globalizing Clinical and Health Care Policy 
Processes”, Cochrane Colloquium, Freiburg, Germany, October 7, 2008  

85. Invited speaker, German Ministry of Health/IQWIG, “GRADE: Von der 
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Evidenz zur Empfehlung Beschreibung des Systems und Lösungsbeitrag 
zur Übertragbarkeit von Studienergebnissen“, Berlin, October 21, 2008 

86. Invited speaker, Spanish Ministry of Health/Iberoamerican Cochrane 
Center, „GRADE Introduction”, Madrid, Spain, November 26, 2008 

87. Invited speaker, IQWIG, “Integrative Beurteilung der Evidenz – Das 
GRADE System”, November 28, 2008  

88. Invited speaker, Spanish Ministry of Health/Iberoamerican Cochrane 
Center, „GRADE Introduction”, Barcelona, Spain, December 3, 2008  

89. Invited speaker, GA2LEN Urticaria Conference, “Principles of consensus 
guidelines and the GRADE system”, December 4, 2008 

90. Invited speaker and tutor, WHO workshop “GRADE Introduction”, Geneva, 
Switzerland, January 19, 2009 

91. Invited speaker, Society of Critical Care Medicine, “Development of Clinical 
Practice Guidelines and the GRADE approach”, Nashville, TN, January 31, 
2009 

92. Invited speaker, Italian Respiratory Guideline Conference, “The Future (of 
practice guidelines)”, Modena, Italy, March 3, 2009 

93. Invited speaker (via teleconference), WHO Radiation Guideline Meeting, 
“The GRADE system”, March 13, 2009  

94. Invited speaker, IQWiG Scientific Board, “GRADE”, March 20, 2009 

95. Speaker “The impact of stopping trials early”, Department of Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics Grand Rounds, McMaster University, 
Hamilton, Canada, March 23, 2009 

96. Tutor, Freiburg Cochrane Center, “Vom Profil zur Empfehlung“, March 27, 
2009 

97. Invited speaker, WHO, “Identifying and Prioritizing questions for Prevention 
of Asthma and COPD”, April 8, 2009 

98. Invited tutor, “GRADEpro”, Cochrane Mid-year Meeting, Copenhagen, April 
19, 2009 

99. Invited speaker “How Can We Assist Practitioners to Assess and 
Implement Meaningful Therapies for Their Patients: The Example of the 
GRADE Approach”, Society for Pediatric Research, Baltimore, MD, May 5, 
2009 

100. Invited Speaker “The GRADE approach. 3: How should grades and 
guidelines be presented and implemented?”, Scottish Intercollegiate 
Guideline Network (SIGN), Edinburgh, Scotland, May 6, 2009  

101. Speaker “What's New in Document & Guideline Development: GRADE”, 
Documents Forum, San Diego, CA, May 17, 2009 

102. Invited Speaker “Overview of the ATS COI Policy”, San Diego, CA, May 19, 
2009 

103. Invited Speaker “From Evidence to action”, 2009 Evidence Based Medicine 
& Traditional Chinese Medicine Conference, Guangzhou, China, May 23, 



Curriculum Vitae Holger J Schünemann   Page 102 

2009 

104. Invited Speaker “Methodological issues In the development of clinical 
practice guideline”, 2009 Evidence Based Medicine & Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Conference, May 24, 2009 

105. Invited speaker “Evidence-Based Medicine: How to Incorporate it into 
Clinical Decision making in Managing Asthma and Allergies”, XXVIIIth 
Congress of the European Academy of Allergology & Clinical Immunology, 
Warsaw, Poland, June 2-9, 2009 

106. Invited speaker, LatinCLEN – Cochrane Meeting, “GRADE for developing 
practice guidelines”, ”, “Methods for guidelines development.”, “. Presenting 
statistical and other information to consumers of systematic reviews 
reviews” Bogota, Columbia, June 18-21, 2009 

107. Invited speaker “How to Collect and GRADE Evidence”, Ga2len Course on 
Clinical Trials, Global Allergy & Asthma Network, Rome, Italy, July 6-7, 
2009 

108. Invited speaker “GRADE Introduction and Judgments about the quality of 
evidence”, 2 AHRQ Workshops, Making well-informed coverage decisions, 
Washington, DC, 14 and 15 July 2009 

109. Invited speaker “Healthcare Recommendations: Why GRADE”, TEACH 
Workshop, New York, New York, August 12-13, 2009 

110. Symposium Chair, Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis, European Respiratory 
Society, Vienna, Austria, September 16, 2009  

111. Invited speaker “Rating the Evidence: Using GRADE to Develop  
Clinical Practice Guidelines”, Annual AHRQ meeting “"Research to Reform: 
Achieving Health System Change"”, Washington, MD, September 14, 2009 

112. Invited speaker, “Aligning Advances in Health Research Methodology with 
Guidance for Healthcare Practice: Introduction to the GRADE System”, 
Department of Social and Preventive Medicine Grant Rounds, University at 
Buffalo, Buffalo, NY, September 18, 2009 

113. Invited presentation “WHO process for developing guidelines for 
pharmacologic management of pandemic influenza & 
Issues around implementing GRADE”, CDC-ACIP, Evidence Based Health 
care Working Group, September 30, 2009 

114. Invited Speaker “GRADE”, Canadian Thoracic Society, Toronto, Canada, 
October 1, 2009 

115. Invited speaker “The practice of GRADE and why guidance developers use 
it”, Guidelines International Network, Lisbon, Portugal, November 2, 2009 

116. Invited speaker “alternative methods for appraising the evidence and 
strength of recommendations”, Institutes of Medicine (IOM) Clinical 
Practice Guideline Committee, Washington, MD, November 9, 2009 

117. Invited speaker, “From Einstein to Guidelines”, Medical Grant Rounds, 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA, November 18, 2009  

118. Postgraduate Course “Evidence Based Medicine: Cochrane systematic 
reviews and metanalysis, Methods for grading evidence” XXI World Allergy 
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Congress, Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 7, 2009 

119. Symposium Talk: “Update on clinical research: growing in importance and 
complexity – Will your study make the GRADE? at XXI World Allergy 
Congress, Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 8, 2009 

120. Invited session chair for “Evidence based medicine and methodology”, XXI 
World Allergy Congress, Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 7, 2009 

121. Invited speaker, 1 day lecture series, “Health Surveys” Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia.  January 17 – 20, 2010 

122. Invited speaker, lecture, “Knowledge Translation”, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.       
January 17 – 20, 2010 

123. Invited speaker, “Experience in using GRADE for developing clinical 
practice guidelines to the ASL in Rome”. Rome, Italy.  January 21-22, 
2010. 

124. Invited speaker, “Applying the GRADE approach to the WAO Cow Milk 
Allergy Guidelines” MILAN, Italy. February 5th – 6th, 2010 

125. Invited speaker, “GRADE”, McGill University Montreal, Quebec. February 
12th – 13th, 2010  

126. Invited speaker, 1 day workshop – 3 lectures given, “1. Guideline Process 
and introduction to GRADE; 2. Combining the Evidence and 3. Developing 
Recommendations”. Clinical Practice Guideline Institute, CPGI, April 24, 
2010 

127. Invited speaker- Presentation: Primary prevention of chronic respiratory 
disease by addressing environmental factors such as indoor and outdoor 
air pollution”. Global Alliance against Chronic Respiratory Diseases 
(GARD) Meeting.Toronto, ON Canada.  June 1 – 2, 2010. 

128. Invited Speaker, (presentation), “Non-Randomized Studies in Systematic   
Reviews” Cochrane Collaboration - Ottawa, June 9-11  

129. Invited presentation, GRADE, CDC-ACIP, Atlanta, GA. June 21 - 23, 2010 

130. Invited speaker, 1 day workshop, GRADE, CDC-ACIP, Atlanta, GA. June 
21 - 23, 2010 

131. Invited speaker, lecture “WHO Guidelines: GRADE”, Geneva Switzerland, 
July 19-22, 2010. 

132. Invited speaker, WHO, GRADE Special Challenges Observational Studies.  
Geneva, Switzerland, October 28, 2010. 

133. Invited speaker, DECIDE Meeting: Database of evidence profiles and 
further development of GRADEPro,  Geneva, Switzerland. January 10 – 12 
2011 

134. Invited speaker, McMaster University, ENKIN Lecture.   Hamilton ON. 
March 23, 2011 

135. Invited speaker, McMaster University, Global Health Seminar Series: The 
World Health Organization (WHO): Use of Research Evidence to Guide 
International Health Care.  Hamilton ON. March 24, 2011 
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136. Invited participant, CIHR Strategy for Patient Oriented Research’s 
Roundtable Meeting on Pan Canadian SUPPORT Units. Ottawa, March 
22, 2011 

137. Invited participant and speaker at the Common Methods for the 
Summarizing of Pain Reviews' meeting and present Cochrane Review.  
Oxford, UK. July 8, 2011.  

138. Invited participant at the Asthma Outcomes Group meeting to discuss ways 
to improve the selection of outcomes in clinical trials in children with 
asthma. Liverpool, England.  July 11, 2011.  

139. Invited speaker at the COMET meeting.  Presentation -  Do no net harm: 
Using GRADE to select outcomes for healthcare decision making. Bristol, 
UK.  July 11 – 12. 

140. Invited Speaker, G.I.N. Scientific Committee meeting  - attended meeting 
and gave a training workshop ‘The GRADE approach to assessing the 
quality of a body of evidence and the strength of recommendations. Seoul, 
South Korea. August 28 – 31. 

141. Invited participant at the American College of Physicians Clinical 
Guidelines Committee Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.  September 12 - 13, 
2011 

142. Invited participant and speaker at the German Ministry of Health on 
GRADE - Using GRADE to develop recommendations for immunization: 
recent advances. Berlin, Germany.  September 12 – 13, 2011.  

143. Invited participant and speaker at the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ) Conference.  Presentation Facing Challenging Situations 
when Grading the Strength of Evidence. Bethesda, USA.  September 20, 
2011. 

144. Invited speaker at the opening of Chinese GRADE Center at  Lanzhou  
University. Gave 2 presentations on GRADE 1) Recent Developments in 
the Evidence based medicine   2) How to develop evidence based 
guideline. Lanzhou, China. September 12 – 25, 2011. 

145. Invited participant at the annual methodological retreat of the Medical 
Advisory Secretariat.  Toronto, Canada. October 7, 2011.  

146. Invited participant and Keynote Speaker at the Joint session of the WHO, 
The Estonian Health Insurance Fund and the University of Tartu Faculty of 
Medicine Scientific conference. Tallin Estonia. October 13, 2011.   

147. Invited speaker, Q&A for the Cochrane Exchange, Cochrane colloquium, 
Madrid, Spain. October 19, 2011.  

148. Invited speaker – Plenary lecture at the Cochrane Colloquium, 
Implementing the evidence into the system. Madrid, Spain. October 20, 
2011.  

149. Invited participant, (gave lecture on GRADE Pro) at the AHRQ meeting. 
Bethesda, USA. November 17, 2011. 

150. Invited participant and reviewer of candidates at the Gairdner Medical 
Review Panel meeting. Toronto, Canada. November 17, 2011. 



Curriculum Vitae Holger J Schünemann   Page 105 

151. Invited participant and speaker (lecture at symposium) at the Institute for 
Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWIG) meeting of the Advisory 
Board. Cologne, Germany. November 25, 2011. 

152. Invited speaker/participant. Publishing Policy Co-ordination Group annual 
meeting :  Quality criteria for information products-the need for evidence 
based guidelines. Geneva, Switzerland. November 28-29, 2011. 

153. Invited speaker, World Allergy Congress – 2 lectures; 1) How Can the 
GRADE System Improve Guideline Driven Care?, 2) WAO Position Paper: 
Diagnosis and Rational for Action Against Cows Milk Allergy (DRACMA). 
Cancun, Mexico. December 4 – 8, 2011. 

154. “GRADEPro” training session,  AHRQ (online),December 22, 2011 

155. Invited speaker, DECIDE Meeting, Strategies for collaboration among 
European guideline developers and health technology assessment. 
Barcelona, Spain.  January 10 – 12, 2012.     

156. Invited speaker, The 6th International Meeting on Pediatric Allergy, The 
contribution of evidence-based guidelines to food allergy medicine. Milan, 
Italy.  February 9 – 12. 2012 

157. Invited speaker, Clinical Practice Guidelines or RARE Diseases. GRADE 
system and rare diseases: how to make weak recommendations more 
transparent. Rome, Italy.  Febraury 24, 2012 

158. NTP Office of Health Assessment and Translation (OHAT). Approaches for 
Evaluating the Body of Evidence Across Studies-1 (webinar) Hamilton ON. 
February 28, 2012.  

159. NTP Office of Health Assessment and Translation (OHAT). Approaches for 
Evaluating the Body of Evidence Across Studies-2 (webinar) Hamilton ON. 
March 8, 2012.  

160. Invited speaker and participant. WHO Policy guidance on anti-tuberculosis 
drug susceptibility testing and Hain MTBDRsl second-line drug molecular 
line probe assays EXPERT GROUP MEETING, Grading quality of 
evidence and strength of recommendations:  Brief overview of GRADE 
Geneva, Switzerland.  March 19 – 21, 2012.  

161. Invited speaker, The Cochrane Collaboration meeting. Transparency and 
clinical guidelines Paris, France.  April 15 – 19, 2012. 

162. Invited speaker, Public Health and Preventative Medicine Program 
academic half day. :  What makes Public Health guidelines trustworthy? 
Hamilton, ON.(McMaster University).  April 20, 2012. 

163. Invited speaker, Comprehensive cervical cancer control: a guide to 
essential practice Meeting. (WHO) Process for development of the 
recommendations. Geneva, Switzerland.  April 24 – 25, 2012.   

164. Invited speaker, TB Meeting (Introduction of new drugs for treatment of TB) 
(WHO) The development of policy recommendations at the WHO and 
GRADE. Geneva Switzerland. April 26, 2012.  

165. Invited speaker, Ontario Health Technology Advisory Committee (OHTAC) 
Decision Determinants Meeting. Development of GRADE. Toronto ON. 
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May 8, 2012. 

166. Invited speaker, Medical Imaging Informatics and Teleradiology 
Conference : Evidence-Based Methodology Applied to Diagnostic Imaging. 
Toronto ON. April 11, 2012. 

167. Invited speaker, Ontario Health Technology Advisory Committee (OHTAC) 
Decision Determinants Meeting. Development of GRADE. Toronto ON. 
May 8, 2012.  

168. Invited participant at the American College of Physicians Clinical 
Guidelines Committee Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.  September 10 - 11, 
2012 

169. Invited speaker, EPC Strength of Evidence Retreat. GRADE Presentation. 
May 18. Crystal City,USA.  

170. Invited speaker, XI Meeting of the Iberoamerican Cochrane Network.  
Using GRADE to assess the quality of evidence in diagnostic test accuracy 
studies. Lima, Peru.  May 23, 25 2012.  

171. Invited speaker, International Clinical Practice Guideline Symposium & 
GRADE Workshop.  Introductions.  Lanzhou, China.  May 28 – 29, 2012, 

172. Invited speaker/participant, Strategic and Technical Advisory Group for 
Tuberculosis  (STAG TB) Meeting, World Health Organization. Geneva. 
June 18 – 19, 2012 

173. Invited speaker/participant. Interpreting results and drawing conclusions 
from systematic reviews of test accuracy Meeting.  Birmingham, UK.  July 
1-3, 2012.    

174. Invited speaker, Evidence Based Health Care: Why? How? Seminar.  
Beyond diagnostic test accuracy: GRADE for diagnosis.  Oslo, Norway. 
August 21, 2012. 

175. Invited moderator, Guidelines International Network (GIN) conference. 
Berlin, Germany.  August 23, 2012 

176. Invited speaker, (Keynote lecture) Quality of Care and Guidelines. Dubai 
International Conference on Clinical Practice Guideline, Development, 
Adaptation, Implementation, and Monitoring.  Dubai. September 15 – 17, 
2012. 

177. Invited speaker, Special Challenges in Guideline Development. Dubai 
International Conference on Clinical Practice Guideline, Development, 
Adaptation, Implementation, and Monitoring. Dubai. September 15 – 17, 
2012 

178. Invited speaker, Moving from Evidence to Recommendations. Dubai 
International Conference on Clinical Practice Guideline, Development, 
Adaptation, Implementation, and Monitoring Dubai. September 15 – 17, 
2012.. 

179. Invited speaker, How to organize and EBM workshop. Dubai International 
Conference on Clinical Practice Guideline, Development, Adaptation, 
Implementation, and Monitoring Dubai. September 15 – 17, 2012. 

180. Invited keynote speaker, Methodological bases for evaluation evidence of 
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therapeutic and diagnostic procesures. Braunschweig, Germany. 
September 18, 2012.  

181. Invited participant (Chair of session) Knowledge translation and 
communicating evidence. Cochrane Colloquium, Auckland, NZ. October 2, 
2012 

182. Invited speaker/participant  Challenges for epidemiology in the context of 
the National Health Service Workshop (Advisory Group Meeting).  
(Discussant) Arsenic emergency in water supply in 91 municipalities of the 
Lazio region.  Rome, Italy.  October 15, 2012.  

183. Invited participant. Pan American Health Organization ACHR meeting.  
Hamilton Canada. October 19, 2012.   

184. Invited Speaker, American Society of Hematology Quality Task Force 
Meeting on Guideline Development.  Washington, DC.  October 22, 2012. 

185.  Invited speaker, From Clinical Trials to Clinical Practice: Towards Bridging 
the Gap International Society for Quality of Life Research (ISOQOL) –
Budapest. October 25, 2012.   

186. Invited participant. Consolidated ART Guideline Development Group 
Meeting.  WHO Geneva.  November 6 -8, 2012. 

187. Invited participant to review a German Application (ACTING ON 
KNOWLEDGE) for the German Ministry of Health. Freiburg, Germany 
November 22, 2012. 

188. Invited participant and speaker at the Institute for Quality and Efficiency in 
Health Care (IQWIG) meeting of the Advisory Board. Cologne, Germany. 
November 23-24, 2012. 

189. Invited participant and reviewer of candidates at the Gairdner Medical 
Review Panel meeting. Toronto, Canada. November 23, 2012. 

190. Invited participant and member of the Expert Advisory Panel on 
GAMUNEX, Health Canada, Ottawa ON. November 27, 2012. 

191. Invited speaker, Translating the best evidence to recommendations: The 
GRADE approach The Health Technology assessment international (HTAi) 
LatinoAmerican Meeting , Bogota, Columbia. December 5, 2012.  

192. Invited Speaker, How to develop pragmatic and trustworthy guidelines 
Guidelines International Network North American Meeting.  New York, NY  
USA.  December 10, 2012. 

193. Invited Speaker, GKV, Berlin, Germany.  January 15, 2013 

194. Invited Speaker and participant, GRADE approach for WHO guidelines, 
WHO Expert meeting. Geneva. January 29 – 30, 2013.  

195. Invited Speaker and participant, The PICO question for provisional 
guidance on use of bedaquline in the treatment of MDRTB, WHO Expert 
meeting. Geneva. January 29 – 30, 2013. 

196. Invited participant and speaker at the Institute for Quality and Efficiency in 
Health Care (IQWIG) meeting, Methodological characteristics, conditions 
and challenges in studies with non-randomized studies-drug and non-
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randomized studies-technical treatment procedures. Berlin Germany. 
(MOH) January 31, 2013. 

197. Invited participant, RARE Best Practices kick-off meeting. 2 day discussion 
and approval of the detailed plan of activities. (Italian National Institute of 
Health). Rome. February 11 – 12, 2013.  

198. Invited speaker. How to apply or develop clinical practice guidelines 
focused on patients with chronic disease and multimorbidity. (online 
presentation)  Scientific Conference of the National Clinical Practice 
Guidelines Program: Clinical Practical Guidelines and multimorbidity. 
Spain. February 21, 2013.  

199. Invited participant.  2.5 day DECIDE meeting.  Rome. Febuary 26 – 28, 
2013. 

200. Invited Chair and participant. Review Board meeting for Quantitative 
studies without intervention in Health Care Research.  Berlin.  March 6, 
2013 

201. Invited speaker, Discussion: Evidence based medicine. Life Sciences 
University Network.  Hannover, Germany.  March 8, 2013. 

202. Invited speaker. New MPH Program & Potential Links with Health Units. 
Central West Medical Officers of Health (CWMOH). Guelph, Canada. April 
19, 2013. 

203. Invited participant. Meeting of the Task force for the development of new 
policies for the treatment of TB.  WHO, Geneva. April 22 – 23, 2013. 

204. Invited speaker. Grading quality of evidence and strength of 
recommendations: Brief overview of GRADE. WHO Expert Group meeting. 
Geneva.  May 20 – 21, 2013. 

205. Invited speaker. The GRADE methodology for the development of 
guidelines.  Biomarkers post-conference satellite meeting. Venice. May 24, 
2013. 

206. Invited speaker. An introduction to the GRADE approach to rating the 
quality of evidence and strength of guideline recommendations. Guidelines 
International Network (GIN) webinar series. Hamilton, Canada.  May 30, 
2013.  

207. Invited speaker (keynote). Strategy around revision of the Canadian Opioid 
Guideline 10.  National Faculty Meeting.  McMaster University – National 
Pain Center.  Hamilton, Canada. May 31, 2013. 

208. Invited speaker (grand rounds). System 1 and system 2 health care 
recommendations or “Do no net harm” with clinical practice guidelines.  
Sunnybrook HSC, Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences.  Toronto, 
Canada.  June 4, 2013. 

209. Invited speaker. The Health Research Methodology and the Rockefeller 
funded INCLEN Experience.  The World Heart Federation’s Emerging 
Leaders Program Meeting. Population Health Research Institute. Hamilton, 
Canada. June 20, 2013. 

210. Invited speaker (plenary). Strengthening the Link Between Guidelines and 
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Systematic Reviews. Guidelines International Network Conference, San 
Francisco, USA.  August 19, 2013. 

211. Invited panel member and speaker. The Role of Rapid Systematic Reviews 
for Development of Rapid Guidance in Heath Care and Health Policy 
Settings. Guidelines International Network Conference, San Francisco, 
USA.  August 19, 2013. 

212. Invited speaker. GRADE’s Framework for Increasing Confidence in Results 
of Observational Studies.  The Second Dave Sackett Symposium. Niagara 
Falls, Canada.  September 28, 2013.  

213. Invited speaker. (plenary). From research to policy and back: a role for 
health care guidelines. 2nd Annual NHMRC Research Translation Faculty 
Symposium 2013, Australia. October 4, 2013.  

214. Invited speaker.  Updates from GRADE, Where they are going and how 
EPCs can contribute. EPC conference, Washington. USA. October 29, 
2013.  

215. Invited participant and reviewer of candidates at the Gairdner Medical 
Review Panel meeting. Toronto, Canada. November 22, 2013. 

216. Invited speaker. Clinical Guideline Development Demystified: a look under 
the hood. The 55th ASH Annual Meeting and Exposition. New Orleans, 
Louisianal. December 7, 2013 

217. Invited participant. European Network for Cancer Research in Children and 
Adolescents (ENCCA) General Assembly and ECRC meeting. Vienna, 
Austria.  January 15 – 17, 2014.  

218. Invited participant and speaker.  The GRADE working group. The CerQual 
(Certainty of Qualitative Evidence) meeting.  Barcelona, Spain. January 19, 
2104. 

219. Invited speaker.  Rating quality of evidence with GRADE methodology 
(Why, How, When, What) Clinical Research Institute, National Unviersity of 
Columbia.  Medellin.  February 4, 2014.  

220. Invited speaker. The evolved model of evidence-based decision making. 
German Network of Evidence-based medicine. Halle, Germany.  March  
14, 2014 

221. Invited speaker (keynote). GRADE-DECIDE und Clinical Pathways am 
Beispiel des Zervikalkarzinomscreening. German Network of Evidence-
based medicine. Halle, Germany.  March  15, 2014 

222. Invited participant and speaker. RARE Best Practices General Assembly 
Meeting.  Rome, Italy.  March 20 – 21, 2014.  

223. Invited speaker. An Introduction to the Guideline Development Checklist. 
Webinar presentation for the Guidelines International Network.  April 10, 
2014.  

224. Invited speaker.  What is a guideline? What is GRADE and how should it 
be used in the context of a guideline?. World Health Organization Meeting 
GRADE in environmental health. Geneva, Switzerland. April 14, 2014. 

225. Invited speaker GRADE approach for WHO guidelines . . World Health 
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Organization Expert Group Meeting on Interim Advice for the Use of 
delamanid in the Treatment of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis.  Geneva, 
Switzerland. April 15– 16, 2014. 

226. Invited speaker. The PICO question for provisional guidance on use of 
delamanid in the treatment of MDRTB. World Health Organization Expert 
Group Meeting on Interim Advice for the Use of delamanid in the 
Treatment of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis Geneva, Switzerland. April 
15 – 16, 2014. 

227. Invited spearker (plenary) GRADE and new advances for best evidence 
Cochrane Canada Symposium. Ottawa, ON.  April 25, 2014.  

228. Invited participant. Meeting at Hannover Medical School – Implementation 
of a demonstrator for individualized treatment of acute leukemias.  
Hannover, Germany.  May 2 - 3, 2014.  

229. Invited speaker.  Diagnostic tests, Grade and health outcome.   Updates in 
Autoimmunity 2014 “Evidences and Outcomes Congress. Modena, Italy. 
May 23, 2014. 

230. Invited speaker. GRADE: What does it offer to guideline producers?  
Developing and Evaluating Communication strategies to support Informed 
Decisions and practice based on Evidence (DECIDE) International 
Conference. Edinburgh, Scotland. June 2 – 4, 2014. 

231. Invited speaker. The GRADE working group’s approach to rating the 
confidence in effect estimates from Network-Meta Analysis. National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence. London, UK.  June 5, 2014. 

232. Invited speaker, GRADE, Evidence-based Medicine Workshop, McMaster 
University, Hamilton. June 11, 2014. 

233. Invited Speaker, Checklist for Guideline Development, Webinar 
presentation for the World Health Organization.  June 12, 2014 

234. Invited speaker. 'Risk of Bias' and 'Summary of findings' tables editorial. 
Cochrane Collaboration Updating meeting. Hamilton, ON.  June 27, 2014. 

235. Invited speaker. Guidelines and the GRADE Method.  Modena, Italy. 
September 8, 2014. 

236. Invited speaker. Decision-Making in Biomedical Sciences. The 
International Workshop in Life Sciences, Decision-Making in Biomedical 
Science. Potsdam, Germany. September 12, 2014.  

237. Invited speaker. Evidence-based Medicine The International Workshop in 
Life Sciences, Decision-Making in Biomedical Science. Potsdam, 
Germany. September 12, 2014 

238. Invited speaker. Clinical Epidemiology. The International Workshop in Life 
Sciences, Decision-Making in Biomedical Science. Potsdam, Germany. 
September 13, 2014 

239. Invited speaker, (plenary) "The author's task", framing the day. The 
Cochrane Tech Symposium – The Cochrane Colloquium. Hyderabad, 
India. September 20, 2014.  

240. Invited speaker. Reporting Guideline development: latest thoughts and 
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lessons from the development of Clinical Practice Guidelines EQUATOR 
Working meeting: Consolidating methodology for the development of 
reporting guidelines. Oxford, UK. November 18, 2014. 

241. Invited speaker.  The COMET meeting.  Rome, Italy. November 19, 2014.  

242. Invited Speaker. Health -work and the evidence behind it. National clinical 
guidelines (NKR) - spot on implementation conference.  Copenhagen. 
November 21, 2014. 

243. Invited member,  The European Network for Cancer Research in Children 
and Adolescents (ENCCA) General Assembly and ECRC meeting, 
Brussels. January 15 – 16, 2015.    

244. Invited speaker, (keynote) .The World Allergy Organization EBM 
Management and Prevention of Pediatric Allergy Symposium. Rome, Italy.  
January 29 – 30, 2015.  

245. Invited speaker (plenary) Evidence synthesis as a driving force for 
guideline scope and content/how developers can anticipate the needs, 
perspectives and exigencies of implementation. Evidence-based 
Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (E-GAPPS) II 
conference.  New York, USA.  March 2, 2015. 

246. Invited Speaker (breakout session) How to make collaborative efforts work. 
Overcoming resource issues, proprietary obstacles.  Evidence-based 
Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (E-GAPPS) II 
conference.  New York, USA.  March 2, 2015. 

247. Invited participant, RARE Best Practices General Assembly  Rome, Italy. 
March 19 – 20, 2015 

248. Invited participant. Guidelines International Network mid-year meeting.  
Rome, Italy. March 30 -31, 2015. 

249. Invited speaker. IALS 35 years: Challenges in Science &                                                            
Internationalization.  IALS/BMEP Student Conference 2015. Boston, USA. 
April 25, 2015. 

250. Invited Speaker. (Keynote) Guidelines 2.0: a new look at an old tool. Semi-
annual mtg of Canadian HIV clinical trials network Clinical Management 
Science Core. Toronto, Canada.  April 28, 2015. 

251. Invited speaker. Session on GRADE. Cochrane mid-year meeting.  Athens, 
Greece. May 5, 2015.        

252. Invited speaker/participant. NHF McMaster Guidelines Panel Meeting.  
Chicago, USA.  May 11 -12, 2015.  

253. Invited speaker (Plenary). GRADE Evidence to Decision Frameworks: Use 
and usefulness Cochrane Canada Symposium.  Calgary, Canada.  May 
21, 2015.    

254. Invited speaker (Keynote). GRADE evidence to decision frameworks.  The 
2015 Methodology Conference and Workshop of CPG&CP in TCM.  
Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, China May 25, 2015.      

255. Invited speaker (Keynote). The 2015 Methodology Conference and 
Workshop of CPG&CP in TCM.  Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, China 
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May 26, 2015  

256. Invited participant. Workshop on Increasing Robustness, Transparency 
and Openness of Scientific Assessments. European Food Safety Authority. 
Brussels, Belgium.  June 29 – 30, 2015.  

257. Invited Speaker/participant.  The strategy for the new ARIA.  The GARD 
(WHO Global Alliance against Chronic Respiratory Diseases) annual 
meeting. Lisbon, Portugal.  July 1 – 2, 2015.   

258 Invited speaker.  The Grade Approach: assessing the quality of evidence. 
Cancon Workshop for the Belgian Belgian Ministry of Public Health. 
Brussels, Belgium.  July 9 – 10, 2015 

259 Invited participant. Guidelines Development Group (GDG) of the New 
European guidelines for breast cancer screening and diagnosis meeting. 
Ispra, Italy, September 7-9, 2015 

260 Invited participant. Review board meeting "structural development in health 
care research" Berlin. September 17 – 18, 2015 

261 Invited speaker (Plenary) – Guideline Development, GIN COI policy. The 
Guidelines Intarnational Network Conference. Amsterdam. Oct. 9, 2015 

262 Invited participant.  The 2nd Meeting of the STI Guideline Development 
Group. The World Health Organization, Geneva, 12-14 October 2015. 

263 Invited speaker (Plenary) Creating trustworthy clinical practice guidelines – 
from asking the right questions to building a methodologically rigorous 
foundation.The Guideline Development Workshop Using the GRADE 
Approach. Orlando, USA. Novmember 2, 2015.  

264 Invited speaker (Plenary) From evidence to recommendations. The 
Guideline Development Workshop Using the GRADE Approach. Orlando, 
USA. Novmember 3, 2015. 

265 Invited participant.The expert group meeting of the TB treatment 
consolidated guidelines. The World Health Organization. Geneva. 
November 9-13, 2015. 

266 Invited speaker. “Clinical Epidemiology”. The HRM PhD Comprehensive 
Examination Seminars. McMaster University, Hamilton Canada. Nov. 19, 
2015.  

267 Chair. European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer meeting.  Lago 
Maggiore District, Italy, 9-11 December 2015. 

268 Invited speaker (Plenary). Global standards for trustworthy development 
and implemtation of health care recommendations. South African Guideline 
Summit. South Africa, February 24, 2016. 

269 Invited presenter/advisor. GDG Meeting on consolidated policy guidance 
on TB DST, The World Health Organization. February 29 – March 4, 2016. 

270 Invited presenter/advisor/workshop coordinator. GRADE. German Hospital, 
Buenos Aires, March 2016. 

271 Invited speaker.  Past, Present, and Future of Evidence Based Medicine: A 
tribute to Dr. David Sackett. The second McMaster International Review 
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Course in Internal Medicine.Krakow, Poland. May 6 – 7, 2016 

272 Invited speaker. GRADE Training Workshop. Adaption of Rheumadoid 
Arthritis Guidelines for the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  Doha, Qatar. 
May 26 – 28, 2016.  

273 Invited speaker. What is guidelines’ adaptation? When is it appropriate, 
when is it not? Methodology for Adapting the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Guidelines Meeting.  Lebanon, Beirut. May 30 – 31, 2016. 

274 Invited speaker. Saudi Arabia Adolopment experience. Methodology for 
Adapting the World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines Meeting.  
Lebanon, Beirut. May 30 – 31, 2016. 

275 Invited speaker. Database of Evidence Profiles and Database of Evidence 
to Decision tables. Methodology for Adapting the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Guidelines Meeting.  Lebanon, Beirut. May 30 – 31, 
2016. 

276 Invited participant. Meeting of the Guideline Panel for the RARE Best 
Practices Guideline in Sickle Cell Disease. Freiburg, Germany. June 16 – 
17, 2016. 

277 Invited speaker. Overview of GRADE; EtD: from Evidence to Decision. 
GRADE-CERQual-EtD training. Ispra, Italy. June 20, 2016. 

278 Chiar.  Meeting of the Guidelines Development Group European 
Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC). Ispra, Italy. June 21 – 23, 
2016.  

279 Invited participant. The Guidelines Development Group on the WHO 
Guidelines for treatment of drug-susceptible tuberculosis and patient care 
& support. World Health Organization.  Geneva, Switzerland. July 12 -14, 
2016. 

280. Invited Chair/specialty methodologist. WHO Guideline Development Group 
meeting to update policy guidance on the use of Xpert MTB/RIF. Webex. 
August 23, 2016. 

281. Chair.  Meeting of the Guidelines Development Group European 
Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC). Ispra, Italy. September 
13 - 14, 2016. 

282. Invited participant/speaker. WHO Guideline Development Group Interim 
policy on bedaquiline meeting. Webex. September 15, 2016.  

283. Invited panelist. The Guidelines International Network conference. 
Transparency, Privacy, and Personal Discolsure in Guideline Development 
Panels. Philadelphia, USA. September 28, 2016. 

284. Invited Speaker. Integrated Evidence-based approaches to healthcare 
quality and safety improvement. ISQua’s 33rd International Conference 
Tokyo, Japan. October 18, 2016. 

285. Invited Speaker. The GRADE approach for developing trustworthy 
guideline recommendations. ISQua’s 33rd International Conference Tokyo, 
Japan. October 19 , 2016. 

286. Chair. Meeting of the Guidelines Development Group European 



Curriculum Vitae Holger J Schünemann   Page 114 

Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC). Ispra, Italy. November 22 
- 23. 2016.  

287. Invited participant. The Final International Symposium of the RARE Best 
Practices. Rome, Italy.  November 23 – 24, 2016.  

288. Invited speaker.  Presentation on American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
Guidelines.  Hannover Medical School.  Germany.  December 9, 2016 

289. Invited speaker.  Committee to Review the Process to Update the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans meeting. The National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine.  Via webex. January 10, 2017. 

290. Invited participant. ROBINS-E Workshop.  The National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS). Bristol UK.  January 30 – 
February 1, 2017.  

291. Chair. Guidelines Development Group (GDG) and the Quality Assurance 
Scheme Development Group (QASDG) of the European Commission 
Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC). Ispra, Italy. February 7 – 9, 2017.  

292. Invited panelist. Meeting of ASH Guideline Panel on Prevention and 
Treatment of VTE in Patients with Cancer. Washington USA. March 1 – 2, 
2017.  

293. Invited member of the Systematic Review Team. Meeting of ASH Guideline 
Panel on Pediatric VTE. Washington USA.  April 3 - 4, 2017. 

   294. Invited speaker (Plenary). From evidence to recommendations about tests.  
GRADE Diagnosis workshop. Minneapolis. April 12, 2017 

   295. Invited (Distinguished) speaker. Division of Orthopaedics Annual Academic 
Day.  What gets me out of (or keeps me out of) bed every day.  McMaster 
University, Hamilton ON Canada.  May 10, 2017.   

   296. Presenter GRADE: How to go from Evidence to Decisions. Cochrane 
Canada Symposium. Hamilton ON.  May 11, 2017 

   297. Presenter (Plenary) The impact and future of Cochrane evidence for 
consumers, practitioners, policy-makers and researchers. Cochrane 
Canada Symposium. Hamilton ON.  May 12, 2017 

   298. Presenter. Summary of Methods Used to Develop Draft Guidance. GRADE 
for Modelled Data Workshop. Hamilton ON.  May 15, 2017. 

299. Invited participant. ECIB  Guidelines Development Group and 
Communications/Inequalities and Monitoring/Evaluation Subgroups 
Meeting.  Ispra, Italy.  May 17 – 18, 2017.  

300. Invited speaker. IQWIG in Dialogue.  Cologne, Germany. June 16, 2017.  

301. Invited speaker.  Linking evidence-quality evaluations to clinical 
recommendations: The GRADE Methodology. Reggio, Italy. June 19, 
2017.     

302. Invited participant/panelist. American College of Rheumatology (ACR) 
Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) guidelines for the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region.(2 day expert panel meeting). Beirut. June 29 – 30, 2017.  

303. Invited reviewer.  Review Board meeting – Stengthening Research in 
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Geriatrics and Gerentology.  Berlin, Germany. July 10 – 11, 2017.   

304. Invited speaker (Plenary). GRADE-Adolopment. China EBM conference. 
Lanzhou, China.  July 21, 2017.     

305. Invited speaker. (Keynote) The “why and how” of trustworthy clinical 
practice guidelines.  Syposium for Guidelines for Nursing in Japan.  Tokyo, 
Japan.  September 23, 2017.  

306. Invited participant/chair. Joint European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and 
Evidence-based Toxicology Collaboration (EBTC) Colloquium.   Lisbon, 
Portugal. October 25 - 26, 2017.  

307. Invited participant/panelist. Taking a step toward achieving worry free 
surgery in Ontario.  McMaster Health Forum.  (1 day Stakeholder Dialogue) 
Hamilton, CANADA.  October 30, 2017.   

  

 
Meeting and Conference Organization (selected) 
 

1. CHAIR, Symposium “ACCP Antithrombotic Guidelines”, ACCP/Chest 
Conference 2004, Seattle, Washington, October 27th, 2004 

2. GRADE Working Group meeting, Rome, April 2005 

3. CHAIR, Evening Seminar: Patient Centered Outcomes in COPD: an 
evidence based approach. American Thoracic Society, International 
Conference, San Diego, USA, May 22 2005 

4. CHAIR, Symposium “ACCP Antithrombotic Guidelines”, ACCP/Chest 
Conference 2004, Seattle, Washington, November 1st, 2005 

5. “Effective Implementation of Appropriate Thromboprophylaxis in 
Hospitalized Patients”, American Thoracic Society, International 
Conference, San Diego, USA, May 2005 

6. CHAIR, “Update in Venous Thromboembolism”, American Thoracic 
Society, San Diego, May 23, 2006. 

7. Member, Conference Organizing Committee, International Society for 
Quality of Life Research, 2006 

8. GRADE Workshop. COCHRANE Zentrum Workshop:, Freiburg, March 
2006 & 2007 

9. CHAIR and Organizer, ATS/ERS Guideline Development Conference and 
Workshop: COPD as a case in point, June 13 & 14, 2007 (with 
representatives of over 20 organizations including NIH, NICE, IQWiG and 
others) 

10. Coordinating committee: Il Sistema GRADE. New criteria for guideline 
development. Italian Federation of Medical Societies. Rome, March 3, 
2008 

11. Member, Scientific Session, Conference Organizing Committee, Guidelines 
International Network, 2009 

12. Chair, 2 day GRADE workshop “Evidence Profiling”, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.  
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January 17 – 20, 2010 

13.  Chair and organizer, Grade Working Group Meeting. Rome, Italy.  January 
21 – 22, 2010 

14.  Chair, WHO Guideline Panel, “Recommendations for Isoniazid 
Preventative Therapy”. Geneva, Switzerland.  January 25 – 27, 2010. 

15. Chair, GRADE Workshop, “Grading the quality of evidence and strength of 
recommendations for diagnostic recommendations”, McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec. February 12th – 13th, 2010  

16. Co-organizer, 1.5 day GRADE Workshop – Freiburg, Germany. March 19- 
20, 2010 

17. Faculty member, GRADE,Freiburg, Germany. March 19- 20, 2010  

18. Chair and organizer, 1 day workshop, GRADE, Cochrane Collaboration 
Evidence on Trial Symposium, Auckland, New Zealand. March 23 - 26, 
2010 

19. Chair and organizer of a one day workshop on GRADE 

20. Chair, 1 day workshop, GRADE, “Visiting Professors Program” of National 
Guard Health Affairs, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, March 26 – March 31, 2010. 

21. Chair, 2 day course, Evidence-Based Medicine, “Visiting Professors 
Program” of National Guard Health Affairs, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, March 26 
– March 31, 2010. 

22. Co-chair and organizer, 2 day workshop, “Guideline development”, to the 
Estonian Health Insurance Fund. Tallinn, Estonia – May 10 – 12. 

23. Chair, CDC meeting, Atlanta, GA. June 21 - 23, 2010 

24. Chair, WHO Expert Group Meeting on Interferon Gamma Release Assays 
(IGRAs). Geneva, Switzerland, 2010. July 20 - 21, 2010.  

25. Chair, WHO Expert Group Meeting on Commercial serodiagnostic tests for 
tuberculosis – Geneva, Switzerland, 2010. July 22, 1010.  

26. Chair and organizer, 3 day workshop, GRADE. Teaching Evidence and 
Assimilation and Collaborative Healthcare (TEACH) Workshop and 
Conference. New York, NY. August 11-13, 2010. 

27. Chair, The WHO Guideline Panel Meeting “Automated nucleic acid 
amplification technology for simultaneous and rapid detection of 
tuberculosis and rifampicin resistance Xpert MTB/Rif system”. Geneva, 
Switzerland. Sept. 2, 2010 

28. Co-chair, 1 day prepatory meeting of the WHO Guidelines for the 
programmatic management of drug-resistant tuberculosis. McMaster 
University, Hamilton ON. Sept. 15, 2010. 

29. Chair and organizer, 2 day workshop, “Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO)/WHO Guideline Development Training”. Washington, DC, USA. 
Sept. 16 – 17, 2010.  

30. Chair, WHO Steering committee meeting on Comprehensive Cervical 
Cancer Control (C4-GEP). Geneva, Switzerland. September 20, 2010. 
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31. Chair, WHO/UNFPA Technical Consultation to Finalize the 
Recommendation on Cryotherapy for Cervical Precancer Treatment. 
Geneva, Switzerland. September 21- 23, 2010. 

32. Organizer, workshop, GRADEpro. Joint Colloquium of the Cochrane & 
Campbell Collaborations - Keystone, Colorado. October 17, 2010. 

33. Chair and organizer, 1 day workshop, “Summary of Findings & Assessment 
of Quality of Evidence: GRADE workshop”. Joint Colloquium of the 
Cochrane & Campbell Collaborations - Keystone, Colorado. October 17, 
2010. 

34. Chair and organizer, workshop, “Grading the quality of evidence and SoF 
Tables for diagnostic test accuracy studies”. Joint Colloquium of the 
Cochrane & Campbell Collaborations - Keystone, Colorado. October 20, 
2010. 

35. Chair and organizer, workshop, “Creating Summary of Findings Tables”. 
Joint Colloquium of the Cochrane & Campbell Collaborations - Keystone, 
Colorado. October 21, 2010. 

36. Organizer, “Applicability and Recommendations Methods Group Business 
meeting”. Joint Colloquium of the Cochrane & Campbell Collaborations - 
Keystone, Colorado. October 19, 2010. 

37. Chair, Symposium Plenary III “Framing and Presenting Evidence to 
Influence Practitioners and Consumers”. Joint Colloquium of the Cochrane 
& Campbell Collaborations - Keystone, Colorado. October 21, 2010 

38. Chair, 3 day Guideline Panel Meetings and lectures“WHO Guidelines for 
the programmatic management of drug-resistant tuberculosis”. Geneva, 
Switzerland October 25 - 27, 2010 

39. Chair and Organizer of GRADE Working Group Meetng. Geneva, 
Switzerland. January 13 - 14, 2011. 

40. Chair of DECIDE Scientific Session 2:  Strategies for Collaboration Among 
European Guideline Developers &HTA Geneva, Switzerland. January 10 – 
12 2011 

41. Chair and Organizer, 2 day workshop for WHO, GRADE approach to 
therapeutic interventions: an introductory workshop on guideline 
development.  Geneva, Switzerland.  February 21 – 22, 2011.  

42. Organizer, 2 day workshop, “GRADE” Frieburg Germany, April 7 – 8 2011. 

43. Organizer, 2 day workshop  “GRADE”  Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO). Washington.  May 8 – 9, 2011.  

44.  Organizer, 1 day workshop  on GRADE for the National Institute of 
Environment Health Science  Research Triangle Park, NC   USA.  June 23, 
2011. 

45. Organizer and coordinator of a 2 day GRADE workshop for Cochrane 
Collaboration and the German Robert Koch Institute. Berlin, Germany.  
June 30 – July 1, 2011. 

46. Organizer and coordinator a 1/2 day GRADE meeting at the G.I.N. 
Scientific Committee meeting , Seoul, South Korea.  August 28, 2011. 
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47. Organizer and coordinator  of a 1 day GRADE workshop - Training session 
on GRADE for ACIP (Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices).  
Atlanta, GA September 9, 2011.  

48. Chair,  WHO meeting of the guideline development group a( presentation) - 
WHO requirements for evidence-based guidelines, GRADE methodology 
and guidelines development process. Geneva, Switzerland.  September 29 
– 30.   

49. Organizer and coordinator, 1 day workshop on SoF tables at the Cochrane 
Colloquium. Madrid, Spain.  October 18, 2011. 

50. Organizer and coordinator of the Applicability and Recommendations 
Method Group Meeting. Cochrane Colloquium. Madrid, Spain.  October 19, 
2011. 

51. Organizer and coordinator, workshop at the Cochrane Colloquium, Create 
‘Summary of findings’ tables. Madrid, Spain. October 20,2011. 

52. Organizer and coordinator, workshop at the Cochrane Colloquium, Grading 
the quality of evidence and preparing ‘Summary of findings’ tables for 
diagnostic test accuracy reviews. Madrid, Spain.  October 21, 2011. 

53. Organizer and coordinator, workshop at the Cochrane Colloquium, 
Desigining a sustainable evidence-based health care in times of crisis. 
Madrid, Spain.  October 22, 2011. 

54. Organizer and coordinator, GRADE working group meeting. Cochrane 
Colloquium. Madrid, Spain.  October 23, 2011 

55. Organizer and coordinator  of a 1 day GRADE workshop, sponsored by 
Italian Society of Clinical Biochemistry and Clinical Molecular Biology.  
Modena, Italy. November 8, 2011.  

56. Organizer and coordinator  of a 2 day GRADE diagnostics workshop. 
Ministry of Health (guideline development) in Chile.  Santiago, Chile. 
November 14 – 16, 2011. 

57. Chair, Organizer and coordinator, 1 day workshop on GRADE. WHO. 
Geneva, Switzerland. November 28, 2011. 

58. Chair, Organizer and Coordinator, GRADE Working Group Meeting. 
Barcelona, Spain.  January 12 – 13, 2012. 

59. Chair, How to promote quality of guidelines on rare diseases at 
International level, Clinical Practice Guidelines on RARE Diseases 
Meeting.  Rome, Italy. February 16 – 17, 2012.  

60. Chair. (draft and final recommendations). WHO Policy guidance on anti-
tuberculosis drug susceptibility testing and Hain MTBDRsl second-line drug 
molecular line probe assays Expert Group  Meeting. Geneva, Switzerland.  
March 19 – 21, 2012. 

61. Organizer and Coordinator, 2 day GRADE Workshop. Freiburg, Germany. 
March 23 – 24, 2012. 

62. Organizer and Coordinator, 2 day GRADE Workshop (Applying GRADE to 
coverage decisions) Tampa, Florida.  April 2 – 4, 2012.  
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63. Organizer and Coordinator, 1 day GRADE Workshop.  Cochrane 
Collaboration mid-year meeting. Paris, France.  April 15 – 19, 2012. 

64. Chair, Comprehensive cervical cancer control: a guide to essential practice 
meeting. WHO. Geneva Switzerland.  April 24 – 25, 2012. 

65. Chair, Introduction of new drugs for treatment of TB meeting. (2 sessions) 
Collection of data for policy development, Development of a policy 
development framework. WHO. Geneva, Switzerland.  April 26, 2012. 

66. Organzer and Coordinator, GRADE Workshop.  XI Meeting of the 
Iberoamerican Cochrane Network. Lima, Peru.  May 23 – 25, 2012.  

67. Organizer and coordinator, 1 day GRADE Workshop. 9th HTAi Annual 
Meeting in Bilboa, Spain. June 24, 2012.  

68. Organizer coordinator an presenter of webinar, How to assess the strength 
of evidence: working with examples. (Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality – AHRQ) Hamilton ON CANADA. July 11, 2012.  

69. Organizer and Coorinator, 1 day GRADE Workshop.  Guidelines 
International Network Conference.  Berlin, Germany.  August 22, 2012. 

70. Co-coordinator. Workshop. Moving from evidence to recommendations: a 
framework proposal for guideline developers  Guidelines International 
Network Conference.  Berlin, Germany. August 24, 2012.  

71. Organizer and coordinator, workshop. The GRADE approach to assessing 
the quality of a body of evidence and the strength of recommendations: 
Diagnosis. Guidelines International Network Conference.  Berlin, Germany. 
August 25, 2012  

72. Chair, Organizer and coordinator, 3 day workshop, Guidelines and 
systematic reviews: an introductory workshop.. WHO, University of Tartu, 
Estonian Health Insurance fund. Estonia. August 28 – 30, 2012.  

73. Organizer and coordinator, 2 day workshop, Train the trainer in evidence-
based practice workshop. Dubai International Conference on Clinical 
Practice Guideline, Development, Adaptation, Implementation, and 
Monitoring. Dubai. September 16 – 17, 2012.. 

74. Organizer and coordinator, 1 day workshop, Summary of Findings and 
Assessment of Quality of Evidence:  GRADE. Cochrane Colloquium, 
Auckland, NZ. September 29, 2012.   

75. Organizer and coordinator, Interpreting results of Cochrane reviews, 
applying GRADE and creating 'Summary of Findings' tables workshop. 
Cochrane colloquium, Auckland NZ  October 1, 2012 

76. Organizer and coordinator, Using GRADEpro to create 'Summary of 
Findings' tables – workshop. Cochrane colloquium, Auckland, NZ. October 
2, 2012 

77. Organizer, Applying the GRADE criteria and presenting findings using 
'Summary of Findings' tables workshop.  Cochrane Colloquium, Auckland 
NZ. October 3, 2012.. 

78. Organizer and coordinator. GRADE workshop Lucerne, Switzerland. .  
October  30, 2012.   
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79. Organizer and Coordinator. GRADE workshop. Western University.  
London ON CANADA. November 12, 2012 

80. Organizer and coordinator. 3 Day GRADE Workshop. Beijing, CHINA. 
November 18 – 20, 2012.  

81. Organizer and coordinator, workshop Beyond the basic on the GRADE 
Approach for Guidelines development. The Health Technology assessment 
international (HTAi) LatinoAmerican Meeting. Bogota, Columbia December 
4, 2012  

82. Organizer and presenter. GRADE Webinar Q&A. Pan American Health 
Organization. Hamilton, Canada. February 6, 2013.  

83. Chair and Organizer. GRADE working group meeting (1.5 days). Rome. 
February 25 – 26, 2013. 

84. Participant. Meeting for World Allergy Orgnaization guidelines.  Milan. 
March 1 – 3, 2013. 

85. Organizer and coordinator. GRADE Workshop.  Brussels. March 11, 2013. 

86. Participant. Guidelines Internation Network (GIN) Board Meetings.  
Amsterdam. March 12, 2013. 

87. Organizer and coordinator. 1 day GRADE Workshop. Hamilton, Canada. 
April 26, 2013. 

88. Organizer and coordinator of workshop. GRADE for systematic reviews, 
HTA and guideline developers. CADTH. St. John’s NFLD. May 4 – 6, 2013. 

89. Oral presentation. GRADE for Diagnosis. CADTH. St. John’s NFLD. May 4 
– 6, 2013 

90. Participant. Scientific Board Meeting. Institute for Quality and Efficiency in 
Health Care (IQWIG). Cologne. May 13, 2013.  

91. Participant. Clinical Guidelines Committee Meeting. American College of 
Physicians. Philadelphia. June 4 – 5, 2013. 

92. Participant. PRECEPT Expert Meeting, Robert Koch Institute.  Berlin. June 
13 – 14, 2013. 

93. Presenter. The Health Research Methodology and the Rockefeller-funded 
INCLEN experience. World Heart Federation’s emerging leaders program. 
PHRI. Hamilton. Canada. June 20, 2013.  

94. Participant. World Allergy Organization meeting (provide update for ARIA – 
Allergic Rhinitis and its impact on Asthma). Milan. June 23 – 24, 2013. 

95. Organizer and coordinator (invited) 2 day GRADE (Guidelines 
development) workshop. WHO.  July 4 – 5, 2013. 

96. Participant. 2 day meeting: Stream three: summary of findings tables and 
GRADE assessments for network meta-analysis. (Cochrane). Bristol  July 
18 – 19, 2013. 

97. Organizer and coordinator (1 day) GRADE workshop. Guidelines 
International Network Conference. San Francisco, USA. August 17, 2013. 

98. Organizer and coordinator. Summary of Findings and Assessment of 
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Quality of Evidence: GRADE - Workshop for editorial teams – Cochrane 
Colloquium. Quebec City, Canada.  September 19, 2013.  

99. Organizer and coordinator. Using the new online GRADEpro to create 
Summary of Findings Tables – workshop– Cochrane Colloquium. Quebec 
City, Canada.  September 20, 2013. 

100. Organizer and coordinator. Interpreting results of Cochrane reviews and 
Summary of Findings Tables – workshop. Cochrane Colloquium. Quebec 
City, Canada.  September 21, 2013. 

101. Organizer and coordinator. Grading the quality of evidence and preparing 
summary of findings tables for diagnostic tests– workshop. Cochrane 
Colloquium. Quebec City, Canada.  September 23, 2013. 

102. Organizer and coordinator. (1 Day) GRADE Workshop. 2nd Annual 
NHMRC Research Translation Faculty Symposium 2013. Australia. 
October 7, 2013.  

103. Organizer and coordinator. (2 day) GRADE Workshop.  The University of 
Freiburg. Germany.  October 10- 12, 2013.  

104. Organizer and coordinator. (2 day) GRADE Workshop.  Public Health 
Agency of Canada. November 25 – 26, 2013 

105. Organizer and coordinator (4 day) Guideline development for Saudi Arabia 
4 day workshop.  Saudi Center For EBHC, Ministry Of Health Saudi Arabia. 
December 2 – 5, 2013.   

106. Organizer and coordinator. (1 day) GRADE Diagnosis Workshop.  
Barcelona, Spain.  December 22, 2013 

107. Organizer and coordinator. (1 day) GRADE Workshop.  The Canadian 
Chiropractic Guideline Initiative. Toronto, Canada.  January 10, 2104. 

108. Chair and Organizer. GRADE working group meeting (1.5 days). Spain. 
January 20 - 21, 2013. 

109. Organizer and coordinator.  (1 day). GRADE methodology workshop. 
Clinical Research Institute, National Unviersity of Columbia.  Medellin.  
February 3, 2014.  

110. Organizer and coordinator. GRADE/DECIDE workshop –Evidence to 
Decision Framework. German Network of Evidence-based medicine. Halle, 
Germany.  March  13, 2014 

111. Chair. World Health Organization Expert Group Meeting on Interim Advice 
for the Use of delamanid in the Treatment of Multidrug-Resistant 
Tuberculosis. Geneva, Switzerland. April 14 – 15, 2014.   

112. Chair. World Health Organization meeting – Latent tuberculosis 
management guidelines- Meeting of the Guidelines Development Group.  
Geneva, Switzerland.  May 14 – 15, 2014.   

113. Chair, Plenary Session 5. Developing and Evaluating Communication 
strategies to support Informed Decisions and practice based on Evidence 
(DECIDE) International Conference. Edinburgh, Scotland. June 2 – 4, 2014   

114. Organizer and coordinator.  (3 day workshop) EBM and Guildeline 
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Development Workshop. Estonian Health Insurance Fund, Estonia.  June 
17 – 19, 2014.   

115. Chair, Open forum: Debates in updating – Cochrane Collaboration 
Updating meeting. Hamilton, ON.  June 27, 2014.  

116. Organizer/presenter. Grading confidence in the estimates of test accuracy 
and preparing 'Summary of findings' tables for diagnostic reviews. The 
Cochrane  Colloquium, Hyderabad, India. 25 September 2014 (workshop) 

117. Organizer/presenter. Considering importance of outcomes in Cochrane 
ff(workshop) 

118. Organizer/presenter. Using the new online software, GDT, to create 
'Summary of findings' tables. The Cochrane  Colloquium, Hyderabad, India. 
26 September 2014 (workshop) 

119. Organizer/presenter. Identifying participants with missing outcome data in 
trials included in systematic reviews: challenges and suggested solutions. 
The Cochrane  Colloquium, Hyderabad, India. 23 September 2014 
(workshop) 

120. Organizer/presenter. Interpreting results of Cochrane Reviews and 
'Summary of findings' tables The Cochrane  Colloquium, Hyderabad, India. 
23 September 2014 (workshop) 

121. Organizer/presenter. GRADE Workshop.  Freibrug, Germany. October 9 – 
11, 2014 (workshop) 

122. Organizer/presenter. GRADE Workshop.  Beirut, Lebanon.. November 6 – 
7, 2014 (workshop) 

123. Organizer/presenter. GRADE Workshop. BMJ Publishing Group. London, 
UK. January 19, 2015.  

124. Chair and Organizer. GRADE working group meeting (1.5 days). 
Amstedam. March 4 – 5, 2015.   

125. Organizer and presenter. GRADE Workshop (4 days). Saudi Center For 
Evicence-based Health Care, (GE Health Care Partners).  Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia.  March 14 – 18, 2015.  

126. Organizer and presenter. GRADE Workshop. Freiburg, Germany.  March 
27, 2015. 

127. Organizer and presenter. GRADE Workshop (2 days). Guideline 
Development, Using the GRADE approach. Portland, USA. April 23 – 24, 
2015. 

128. Organizer and presenter.  Using GRADE to assess the quality of evidence. 
Cochrane Canada Symposium.  Calgary, Canada.  May 22, 2015.  

129.  Responsible for organizing and chairing approximately 20 international 
meetings of the GRADE working group (www.gradeworkinggroup.org) 

130. Organizer and Presenter. The Guideline Development Workshop Using the 
GRADE Approach.(2 day workshop) Orlando, USA. Novmember2-3, 2015. 

131. Organizer/presenter. (3 day workshop). Course for health care guidelines 
developers on treatment of rare diseases. Milan. February 10 – 12, 2016. 

http://www.gradeworkinggroup.org/
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132. Organizer/Invited presenter. (1 day workshop). Workshop on GRADE 
Guidelines Developers. South African Guideline Summit. South Africa, 
February 23, 2016. 

133. Chair. Afternoon session at The South African Guideline Summit. South 
Africa, February 24, 2016.  

134.  Organizer/presenter. (2 day workshop). GRADE workshop. Latin-American 
conference on evidence based decision-making in healthcare. Buenos 
Aires, March 17 – 18, 2016. 

135. Organizer/presenter. (2 day meeting/workshop). The GRADE Working 
Group meeting. Washington, USA. May 2 – 4, 2016. 

136. Chair. Guidelines Development Group (GDG) meeting to revise the WHO 
policy guidance on the use of bedaquiline and update on the WHO policy 
guidance on the use of delamanid in children. World Health Organization. 
Geneva, Switzerland.  June 28 – 29, 2016. 

137. Organizer/presenter. GIN Website Resources and GIN/Cochrane 
Task/Exchange Workshop. GIN conference. Philadelphia, USA. September 
30, 2016.  

138. Organizer/Chair. GRADE Working Group meeting. GIN conference. 
Philadelphia, USA. October 1, 2016.   

139. Organizer/presenter. GRADE Guideline Workhsop. ISQua’s 33rd 
International Conference Tokyo, Japan. October 19 , 2016. 

140. Organizer/Chair. GRADE Working Group meeting. The Cochrane 
Colloquium. Seoul. October 28, 2016. 

141. Panelist. American Society of Hematology (ASH) Guideline Panel on 
Prevention and Treatment of VTE in Patients with Cancer. Washington 
USA. November 15 – 16, 2016. 

142. Chair. American Society of Hematology (ASH) Guideline Panel meeting on 
The Prevention of Venous Thromboembolism in Nonsurgical Patients. 
Washington USA. November 17 – 18, 2016. 

143. Presenter/speaker.  International Expert workshop on Systematic Review 
Methods for Chemical Risk Assessment.  Lancaster Environment Centre in 
association with the Royal Society of Chemistry Toxicology Group.  London 
UK.  December 1 – 2, 2016 

144. Organizer/presenter.  GRADE Diagnosis Workshop. Minneapolis USA.  
April 10 – 12, 2017.  

145. Coordinator/Organizer. Cochrane Canada Symposium (2 days). Hamilton, 
ON. Canada. May 11 – 12, 2017. 

146. Coordinator/Chair. Cochrane Canada Symposium: Bringing Living 
Systematic Reviews to Life. Hamilton ON, Canada.  May 13 – 14, 2017.  

147. Coordinator/Chair. GRADE for Modelled Data Workshop. Hamilton ON. Canada. 

May 15 – 16, 2017. 

148. Coordinator/Presenter. Cochrane GRADE Workshop (3 days). Cochrane 
Methods Training Event. GRADE and GRADE CERQual.  Modena, Italy. 
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June 13- 15, 2017.  

149. Organizer/Chair.  GRADE Working Group meeting.  The Global Evidence 
Summit.  Cape Town, SA.  September 12, 2017.  

150. Technical Expert. Guideline Development Committee Meeting - updating 
the WHO standard guidance for the clinical management of influenza 
infections.  Geneva, Switzerland. November 14, 2017.   

 

 


